
MATTER
OF FACT

.By HERMAN WOBBERa-Jf

Just as there is an end, there is also always a new beginning. I believe this week marks the end of our
less lucrative weeks and the beginning of the more profitable weeks of this Drive.

You know now that our prediction of big box office hits is based on fact. "Stanley And Livingstone"
and, now, "The Rains Came" prove that.

Well I know the obstacles that have been in your path. Make no mistake that I do not fully appreciate
the magnitude of the task that has been before every man. The unsettled world economic affairs that

climaxed with war resulting in curtailment of Overseas revenue have produced an emergency that has prompted me to drive home, in frank terms, the
urgency of an extraordinary effort to increase revenue. The urgency of this job must be obvious to all.

It is no great pleasure sitting here and having to point to booking delinquencies and other prevailing causes for delayed revenue. But there is one
way all of us can do this big job as it should be done—and so by directing your attention to these weaknesses, we get right down to the root of the evil.

We now know the cause. We have the remedy. You never deliberately blinded yourself to facts. And you won't start now! I know this is the end
of our more trying days, domestically—and the beginning of a new order. I am relying on you and know that you, again, will get the necessary results.

ralM
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“RAINS” DROWNING “JAMES”

R.O. RECORDS EVERYWHERE!
Philadelphia, Kansas City and Seattle Duplicate Its Big Success

In New York—151,196 At Roxy In First Seven Days!

Zaimck’s picturization of Louis Brom field’s “The Mains Came 5

followed through beautifully! Telegraphed reports from
every situation where it had opened by press-time were to the effect that it had exceeded the same days’ grosses on “Jesse James.”

At the Roxy theatre in New York it entered its second week, with indications that the second Friday’s attendance would be substantially above
that of the opening day, due to the Jewish holiday, opening of doors one hour earlier in the morning and a later night show.

In the first seven days of the Roxy theatre engagement, “The Rains Came” had played to a total of 151,196 paid admissions. Wednesday’s attend-
ance was the lowest, 17,007, but on Thursday it jumped to 20,382. Thus, in the two days it showed to 37,382 people.

In view of conditions, the first week’s attendance and gross, substantially greater than the corresponding seven-day period of the “Jesse James”
engagement, were remark-
able. The second week
promised to be just as big
and a third week was cer-

tain Friday noon.
Meantime, reports reached

New York on openings in

Philadelphia, Kansas City
and Seattle. In the Quaker
City the opening day’s fig-

ures ran well ahead of

“Jesse James.”
Playing two houses—the Es-

quire downtown and the Up-
town—“The Rains Came,” on
opening day, outgrossed “Alex-
ander’s Ragtime Band” by a

little more than $300.

From Seattle came figures

that showed this spectacle

opened $49 stronger than did

“Jesse James.”
Some tour scores of other en-

gagements were starting in as

many cities' in the United States

on Friday.
Following are the daily at-

tendance figures for the first

week of the Roxy theatre en-

gagement:
Friday 20,036

Saturday 30,701

Sunday 25,656

Monday 18,093

Tuesday 19,321

Wednesday 17,007

Thursday 20,382

In New York “The Rains
Came” was running far ahead
of anything on Broadway. En-
thusiastic newspaper reviews

stimulated trade immediately,

although it beat the “Jesse

James” opening hour for hour
on the opening day.

Reviews from other cities

where this production opened
were even more enthusiastic

than those in the metropolis
where it was given the highest
possible rating.

In Seattle, the Seattle Post-

Intelligencer characterized “The
Rains Came” a “breath-taking
and faithful picturization of a
great novel.”

In Kansas City, the Kansas
City Star rated it the best mo-
tion picture of its kind, fulfilling

every promise made for it.

Each and every critic in Phil-

adelphia placed “The Rains
Came” on the “must” list.

Elsewhere in this issue are

printed excerpts of reviews pub-
lished in newspapers in some
half dozen cities where this pro-

duction had been shown up to

Wednesday of this week.
Reports from branch screen-

ings indicated “The Rains Came”
is the “greatest stimulant we
have had in some time,” as the
Chicago letter described it.

In Mansfield, O., Bromfield’s

home town, “The Rams Came”
not only outgrossed “Jesse
James,” but it also trounced
“Alexander’s Ragtimd Band.”

|
Sweats “Alexander” Mere ‘"rhe Rai"*

Came
|

broke all records at its first minor city opening, at the Ohio
! theatre in Mansfield, O. In the first three days, it exceeded

{
the seven-day gross earned there by “Jesse James” which did

i an outstanding business. In six days it outgrossed “Alex-
! ander’s Ragtime Band,” the record-holder for the house. It

| was, indeed, an historic reception that Mansfield gave Zan-

j

uck’s picturization of the novel written by its famous resident,
who has personally acclaimed the screen version of his best

| seller.

WHAT OTHER CITIES
THINK OF LATEST HIT!

PHILADELPHIA—Local critics rate “The Rains
Came” one of the best accomplishments of the 20th
Century-Fox lot and of Darryl Zanuck personally.

Wednesday it opened at the Stanley theatre. The first

day’s gross showed it led “Jesse James” in gross and in

attendance with every indication that its margin of
stronger earning power would grow daily, although the
Technicolor special was a sensational hit here.

Critics’ comments on “The Rains Came” were most enthusiastic.
The Daily News said: “With the showing of ‘The Rains Came’

the Stanley gets a handsome production that does well by its

source, the Louis Bromfield best seller of the same name. Every
item in the film from settings showing the gaudy trappings of
the maharajah’s palace to the overwhelming disaster, created by
the heavy downpour of the wet season, is given detailed attention
with the result that the photoplay is allotted a fitting share of eye-
filling moments.
“Power is better than usual, while George Brent is his usual

capable self. Brenda Joyce makes an auspicious start. Best remem-
bered of all the players is Maria Ouspenskaya, Nigel Bruce,
Joseph Schildkraut and Mary Nash contribute other important
roles.”

Laura Lee in the Philadelphia Bulletin wrote:
“An earthquake, cloudburst, flood, fire, -the

,
plague and heart

break have been stirred up by Darryl Zanuck to tell the story of
Louis Bromfield’s best seller. These natural phenomena were mag-
nificent created by Lou Witte, who started the conflagration for
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow in ‘In Old Chicago.’ -Little wonder that those

Continued on Page 7

COAST RAVES, TOO!
PRESS AND TRADE AGREE
REACHES HIGH EXPECTATIONS

TRADE CRITICS PREDICT THAT
IT’LL BE SRO HIT EVERYWHERE
MOVIETONE CITY

—Unleashing a terrific

barrage of advance
good will fulfilling in

highest praise the press
expectations surround-
ing Zanuck’s greatest
production to date and
the costliest picture in

20th Century-Fox his-

tory, more than two
score Hollywood critics,

wire service aces, trade
paper representatives,
columnists, magazine
writers, radio commen-
tators and others were
privileged to see “The
Rains Came” the other
day in special projec-
tion screenings at the
studio.

Unanimously, these moul-
ders of picture opinions of
readers running into count-
less millions, hailed Zan-
uck’s monumental achieve-
ment as undisputed “tops”
in star-studded, spectacular
entertainment destined to
make new box office history.

The press legion heaped trib-

utes on Zanuck, Director Clar-
ence Brown, Associate Producer
Harry Joe Brown and everybody
else connected with the epochal
production; lauded the stars,
Myrna Loy, Tyrone Power and
George Brent, for the finest per-
formances of their careers;
hailed the sensational new per-
sonality, Brenda Joyce, and ac-
knowledged the earthquake, fire

and flood scenes as the screen’s
supreme thrills.

Zanuck approved the special
showings a week in advance of
the official Hollywood press pre-
miere at Grauman’s Chinese
Theatre on Sept. 14 to permit
many of the writers and corre-
spondents to meet publications
deadlines in nation-wide cover-
age.
Among the reviewers and

press guests were Louella O.
Parsons* motion picture editor
of International News Service;
Thornton Delehanty, New York

Herald-Tribune; Harrison Car-
roll, King Features; A1 Wright,
Time Magazine; Richard Pol-
lard, Life Magazine; William R.
Weaver, Motion Picture Herald;
Ruth Waterbury, Photoplay
Magazine; Jimmy Starr, Los
Angeles Herald and Express and
King Features; Ralph Jordan,
International News Service.

ON HAND
Robbin Coons, Associated

Press; Jimmy Fidler, radio net-
works and McNaught Syndicate;
Ralph Wilk, Film Daily; Whit-
ney Bolton, New York Tele-
graph; James Crow, Hollywood
Citizen-News; Harold Heffer-
nan, North American News-
paper Alliance and Detroit
News; Hedda Hopper, Hopper
Syndicate; Frank Daugherty,
Christian Science Monitor; Jack
Grant, Picture Reports.

Clark Wales, Screen and Radio
Weekly; Paul and Luci Harri-
son, Newspaper Enterprise As-
sociation; Mark Hellinger, King
Features; Philip K. Scheuer,
Los Angeles Times; Elizabeth
Wilson, Silver Screen and
Screenland Magazines; Joe Blair,
Hollywood Review; Whitney
Williams, Movies Magazine;
Richard Ames, Hollywood Script.
Hubbard Keavy, Associated

Press; Frederick Othman,
United Press; Walter Green,
Weekly Variety; Jack Jung-
meyer, Daily Variety; William
R. Wilkerson, Hollywood Re-
porter; Harry Mines, Los An-
geles Daily News; Virginia
Wright, Los Angeles Evening
News; Ted Magee, Picture Play
Magazine; Ivan Spear, Box Of-
fice; Dudley Early, Family Circle
Magazine; Robert E. Welsh, Box
Office Digest; Julius Lewis,
Showman’s Trade Review; A1
Kahn, United Press; Sidney
Skolsky, New York Evening
Post Syndicate; Lois Svensrud,
Modern Screen Magazine.
PARSONS SAYS

_

The morning after the projec-
tion room, screenings, Louella O.
Parsons wrote a column and • a
half rave review in which she
said:

“ ‘The Rains Came’ so com-
pletely fulfills every expectation
in1

its transition to the screen
that I know not a single reader
pf the popular- novel will be dis-
appointed. I accepted 20th Cen-

Continued on Page 7
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ENTIRE FIELD CONCENTRATES

ON A BIG ZANUCK WEEK!
Press-time found some 1,200 employees in 37 branches in the United States and Canada perfectly mobilized to dig out the

very last dollar to make their celebration of Darryl F. Zanuck Week the outstanding event so far in the seventh annual S. R.
Kent Drive!

Midwest Insistent Leading the districts on
Drive advance rentals,

these gentlemen from the Midwest group, seated with their
division manager, W. J. Kupper, this week claimed that be-
cause their every branch would “considerably strengthen its

position in the next three weeks,” they “could not see how
they could be kept from finishing high in the prize division.”
Left to right, seated: St. Louis’ Manager B. B. Reingold,
Division Manager Kupper and Midwest District Manager
W. E. Scott; standing: Joe Feld, St. Louis Drive leader;
Oklahoma City Manager Charles W. Clark, and Kansas City
Manager George W. Fuller.

EASTERN ADSALES FORCES SHOWING
WAY IN DIVISIONAL COMPETITION

Don Reed’s Eastern contingent continued to show the way
on adsales delivery for the first four weeks of the Drive,
according to official returns. It led Bill Caldwell’s division
by a margin of 4.2 points. Increased participation in the
adsales job on the part of salesmen and bookers has stimu-
lated keener competition among local heads of this up-and-
coming department.

K7T0fALDELIVERY
|

Six Weeks’ Standing

BRANCHES

Every human effort was being applied by every one of these employees to attain quota. Although “The Rains Came” does not get fully under
way until next week, only a limited number of prints have been delivered, reports from district, branch managers, salesmen, bookers and adsales
managers indicated that nothing that could earn an extra dollar was being overlooked.
Notwithstanding the fact

that selling is only now be-

ginning to loosen through-
out the nation, individual
enterprise on the part of

salesmen and bookers prom-
ised to put through a week’s
delivery of which the field

could be proud.
“The Rains Came” will

help every branch, for vir-

tually every office had any-
where from one to three en-

gagements starting this

week-end. But, the full

force of this smash-hit will

not begin to be felt until

next week.
However, in setting the com-

ing week as Zanuck Week, Mr.
Wobber had in mind a real trib-

ute from the field to its produc-
tion chief.

It was his intention that the
field be given an opportunity to

perform an outstanding achieve-
ment on as much its own initia-

tive and enterprise as possible.

Setting up a high over-quota
mark with the studio’s biggest
box office bombardment since

“Jesse James” would be no-
where a notable feat for the
field force, for it would be the
studio itself that would be put-
ting over the event.
For a month the field has been

blasting away at ways and
means of making Zanuck Week
produce a revenue that would
mark the beginning of this

Drive’s most lucrative stanza.

That “special weeks” are def-

initely a stimulant in any Drive
has been proved time and again.

They made possible the existing

records established in the first

five Drives. Without the push
that was applied to the special

weeks in the fourth and fifth

Drives, the records could not
have been possible.

This Drive-wise field took full

advantage of this effort and re-

gardless of what the final result

is there is no doubting the fact

that it will represent the very
“last dollar” obtainable in every
zone, territory and district.

And for whatever success is

attained in this Zanuck Week
the full glory will have to go
100 per cent to the men and
women in the field, the district

and branch managers, salesmen,
bookers, adsales managers and
other employees. They have car-

Over Quota On
News, Shorts

The following branches
boasted an accumulated
six weeks’ short subjects
delivery that was over
quota for that period of
the K-6 season: Washing-
ton, Pittsburgh, Portland,
Los Angeles, Philadelphia,
St. Louis and Atlanta.
On Movietone News de-

livery for the same period,
the over-quota stars were
Los Angeles, Philadelphia,
Charlotte and Salt Lake
City.

Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept.
9tli Branch (Manager) 2nd 9th Branch (Manager) 2nd
1 Los Angeles (Dillon) .... 1 20 Cincinnati (Grady) . . . 19
2 Washington (Wheeler) . . . . . . 2 21 Cleveland (Schmertz) . . . . . . . 21
3 San Francisco (Ballentiiie) ... 3 22 Kansas City (Fuller) . . . . . . . 20
4 Boston (Callahan) ... 0 23 Salt Lake City (Walker) . .

*>‘>

5 .St. Lonis (Reingohl) .... ... 4 24 Portland (Powers) 27
<» Albany (Grassgreen) .... ... 5 25 Philadelphia (Gross) . . . . . . . 23
7 Indianapolis (Landis) . . . ... 21 26 New Orleans (Landaiclie) . . . 26
8 Dallas (Beiersdorf) ... 13 27 Memphis (Young)
9 Atlanta (Wilson) ... 7 28 Vancouver (Patterson)

. . ... 29
10 Milwaukee (Lorentz) . . . ... 10
1 1 New Haven (Simon) .... ... 8
12 Calgary (Skorey) ... 16 31 Buffalo (Samson) ... 28
1

3

Seattle (Edmond) ... 11 32 Minneapolis (Podoloff) . . .

14 Montreal (English) . . . 14 33 New York (Buvbaum) . . .

15 Detroit (Sturm) 34 Des Moines (Mayer) . . . 31
10 ... 9
IT Chicago (Eekhardt) ... 12 36 Omaha (Scott)
18 Oklahoma City (Clark) . . ... 17 37 Charlotte (Longdon)
19 Toronto (Bailey) ... 18 *—

DISTRICTS
Sept. Sept. Sept. Sept.
9 th District (Manager) 2nd 9th District (Manager) 2nd
1 Coast (— ) ... 1 6 Atlantic (Moss) 6
2 Northeast (Bailey) ... 2 7 Canada (O’Loghlin) 7
3 Great Lakes <— ) ... 3 8 Mideast (Roberts) 8
4 Midwest (Scott) ... 1 9
5 South (Ballance)

DIVISIONS
Sept. Sept Sept. Sept.
9th Division (Manager) 2nd 9th Division (Manager) 2nd
1 1

Central (Gehring)

which topped Great Lakes by
3.9.

Divisionally, Kupper ’s West
led Gehring’s Central by 5.2,

with Sussman’s East 2.1 behind
the latter.

Callahan’s Boston is now
fourth, only 3.2 behind Ballen-
tine’s San Francisco. Buxbaum’s
New Yorkers added one.

On adsales delivery for the

season’s six weeks best place
hops were made by Davies of
Calgary, A1 Miller of Washing-
ton, Hislop of Vancouver, Wein-
stein of New Haven and Vander-
grift of Pittsburgh.
On News, Ballentine’s San

Francisco, Podoloff’s Minneapo-
lis, Grady’s Cincinnati, Ed-
mond’s Seattle, English’s Mon-
treal and Skorey’s Calgary
moved up.

ried on strictly on their own.
Without any assistance from

anyone outside their own
branches and districts, this field

force has been building and con-
ducting a “special week” push
that is decidedly its own.

Drive Leader M. A. Levy’s ob-
servations at the branch meet-
ings were that the field had over-
looked no bet to boost revenue
for the week to the highest pos-
sible maximum.

Adsales delivery for the week,
according to reports from the
local advertising departments,
will top that of the first round,
thanks to the stimulant fur-
nished by “The Rains Came.”

Shorts subjects revenue, too,

is due for a considerable zoom
in the week, according to re-
ports.

Unlike “special weeks” in past
years, the field worked on a
stanza that was not a “set-up.”
Zanuck Week comes in a stan-

za when each individual branch’s
real earning power will be given
its first, real acid test in the
Drive.

Mr. Wobber’s expectations for
the week are high.
That the week’s returns will

bring about a wholesale change
in standings in both National
and International groups is a
foregone conclusion.

John Dillon’s Los Angeles con-
tinued in command, with over
quota for the six-week period.
It was some 5.7 points ahead of
Wheeler’s Washington.

Best place advance in the six

weeks’ standing on total deliv-

ery was negotiated by Landis’
Indianapolis, which jumped from
21st to seventh place, within
seven-tenths of a point of Grass-
green’s Albany.

Beiersdorf’s Dallas climbed
five and is now in eighth palec.

Skorey’s Calgary leaped four,
and Schmertz’s Cleveland and
Powers’ Portland each advanced
three. Denver, New Haven, Chi-
cago, Kansas City and Philadel-
phia fell surprisingly hard.

The districts’ status remained
unchanged with Coast still first,

1.6 ahead of Bailey’s Northeast,

NEWS CAMERAMAN IS REWARDED
This ace is being presented with a trophy for his outstand-

ing efforts in attracting the nation’s attention to Atlantic
City, in addition to securing some unusual “shots” that were
ideal for Lew Lehr’s humorous purposes. Looking on at the
presentation are Atlantic District Manager Edgar Moss,
Philadelphia Branch Manager Sam Gross and Philadelphia
Sales Manager Alfred J. Davis, local Drive leader.
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CENTRALS CRASH THROUGH
WITH NEAT HOPS ON SALES
Prairie Now Menacing Midwest—Los Angeles Advances Nine,
Omaha Steps Up With Winnipeg, St. Louis And Portland!

r
! Philadelphia’s Way Philadelphia’s Book-

er Francis J. Kelly
believes in making the most of opportunity (?) What war is to
civilization, delinquencies are to distribution—and the Quaker
circulated the message throughout the territory. He had it

printed on a multiple blotter. It pays to be original—and to
back a good idea with real action. That’s what the Philadel-
phia son of Erin and his assistants are doing.

I

Following is the standing of every branch, district and division on the sale of
the 1939-40 (K-7) feature product, based on total contracts (including record
franchises) sold, against total possibilities, as of September 12:

BRANCHES

It will not be long before the Kent Drivers will be rounding the turn and speeding down the home stretch. No one knows
that better than Central Division Manager W. C. Gehring, himself a former Drive leader.

Knowing that the championship his division effected in the last two Drives is at stake, Gehring is leading his forces in a campaign to maxi-
mize delivery by speeding up sales. His Central division is now only 10 points behind Sussman’s East on K-7 feature sales and it expects not only
to overtake the latter, but also to pull down Kupper’s West, which remains first, 5.3 points ahead of the Easterners.

The next few weeks, with buying now speedier than it has been in months, will develop many changes in standings of every phase of the K-7
sales race. Some of the longest advances this season were brought about by the past week’s maneuvers, with two Central districts, the Prairies
and Canadian profiting to

best advantage.

Prairies are now fourth,
only six points behind
Scott’s Midwest, which
trailed Ballance’s South by
6.3. Moss’ Atlantic is still

out-selling its rivals, being
10 full points stronger than
the Dixie combination.

O’Loghlin’s Canada has quit
the cellar and now paces Great
Lakes by 2.3. Roberts’ Mideast
tops Canada
by 5.8 and
trails Coast
by just four
points. Bai-
ley’s North-
e a s t was
eight-tenths
of a point
ahead of the
Coast and a
mere two-
tenths of a
mark to the

rear of the
Prairies.

But, the
real star of
the week on
K-7 feature
sales

W. C. Gehring

was
John Dillon’s Los Angeles. The
Angelinos recovered nine places
and now stand 15th, trailing

Schmertz’s Cleveland by seven-
tenths of a point.

Cohn’s Pittsburgh remain
first, heading Tom Young’s
Memphis by 9.7.

But, both Pittsburgh and run-
ner-up Memphis will have to

(III)
WAR IS HELL!!!^ SO ARE DELINQUENCIES!

Our Drive Is OnNow ! To December 16

Send Us Those Elates

watch out for Wheeler’s Wash-
ington. The latter is only one-
helf point under Memphis, but
has been out-scoring both those
contingents in all efforts during
the past month.

Beiersdorf’s Dallas remains as
dangerous as ever and is still

fourth, four points behind Wash-
ington and 1.1 better off than
another smart Southern con-
tingent, Wilson’s South. Walk-
er’s Salt Lake Citians are worry-
ing the Georgians, with Rein-
gold’s St. Louisans now haunt-
ing the Utahans. The Missouri-
ans vaulted into the seventh
slot, 1.9 behind to the rear of

K-7 NEWS SALES
|

Following’ is the standing of all branches, districts and divisions on total 1939-40
(K-7) Movietone News contracts sold against total possibilities, as of September 12:

BRANCHES
Sept. Sept. Sept.
12th Branch (Manager) 5th 12th
1 Pittsburgh (Cohn) 1 20
2 Washington (Wheeler) 2 21
3 Memphis (Young) 3 22
4 Cincinnati (Grady) 4 23
5 Philadelphia. (Gross) 5 24
6 Atlanta (Wilson) 6 25
7 Cleveland (Schmertz) 7 26
8 Los Angeles (Dillon) 12 27
9 Albany (Grassgreen) 8 28

10 Winnipeg (Huber) 9 29
11 Charlotte (Longdon) 10 30
12 Portland (Powers) 14 31
13 Minneapolis (Podoloff) 13 32
14 St. Louis (Reingold) 11 33
15 San Francisco (Ballentine) ... 16 34
16 Salt Lake City (Walker) 15 35
17 Dallas (Beiersdorf) 17 36
18 Boston (Callahan) 18 37
19 New Haven (Simon) 20

DISTRICTS

Sept.
Branch (Manager) 5th

Kansas City (Fuller) 19
Milwaukee (Lorentz) 21
Indianapolis (Landis) 22
Des Moines (Mayer) 23
Seattle (Edmond) 27
Oklahoma City (Clark) 24
Buffalo (Samson) 26
Denver (Morrison) 25
Omaha (Scott) 28
New Orleans (Landaiche) ... 29
New York (Buxbaum) 30
Detroit (Sturm) 32
Chicago (Eekhardt) 31
Montreal (English) 33
Vancouver (Patterson) 34
Calgary (Skorey) 35
Toronto (Bailey) 37
St. John (March) 36

Sept.
12th District (Manager)

Sept.
5th

. . 1Atlantic (Moss)
Mideast (Roberts) 2
South (Ballance) 3
Northeast (Bailey) 4
Coast (—

)

Sept. Sept.
12th District (Manager) 5th
6 Prairie (Levy) 7
7 Midwest (Scott) 6
8 Great Lakes (— ) 8
9 Canada (O’Loghlin) 9

Sept.

12th Division (Manager)
1 East (Sussman) ....
2 West (Kupper) ....

DIVISIONS
Sept.
5th

. . . . 1

Sept. Sept.
12th Division (Manager) 5th
3 Central (Gehring) 3

the Mormons and only one-half
point more powerful than Hu-
ber’s Winnipeg which advanced
two. Oklahoma City and Phila-
delphia dropped two and one,
respectively.

Longdon’s Charlotte hurdled
Grassgreen’s Albanians, who are
but 1.9 above Podoloff’s rallying
Minnesotans. Schmertz’s Cleve-
land needs four points to tie

Minneapolis, but is now in the
danger zone formed by Los An-
geles, heading the Californians
by only seven-tenths of a mark.

Callahan’s Boston forced Mil-
waukee to drop two when they
took over to 16th seat, 1.4 to the

rear cf Los Angeles and two
points above the Brewers who
are at the mercy of Fuller’s Kan-
sas Citians. The latter gave up
two and now are only three-
tenths of a mark above Joe
Scott’s Omahans who marched
from 22 to 19, pulling down San
Francisco, Cincinnati and New
Haven.

Morrison’s Denver, Edmond’s
Seattle, Powers’ Portland,
Sturm’s Detroit and Bailey’s To-
ronto also progressed on K-7
feature product sales.

Los Angeles is out to success-
fully defend its championship of
being the No. 1 territory when
it comes to all-around News cir-

culation and revenue-building.
The Californians leaped from
12th to eighth place, getting
within 1.2 of Schmertz’s Cleve-
land.

On K-7 News sales, the At-
lantics are far ahead of the rest
of the field. The district is 11
points stronger than its most
stubborn rival, Roberts’ Mideast.
Sussman’s East is first divi-

sionally, 2.4 above the West and
15.8 ahead of Central.

Pittsburgh leads by a margin
of four points over Washington
which, in turn, paces Memphis
by 5.6. Cincinnati is still fifth,

2.2 under Memphis and 1.1 above
Philadelphia.

Sent.
1 2th
1

:t

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
I 1

12
13
I 1

1

5

16
17
18
19

Sept.
1 2th

1

2
3
4

Branch (Manager)
Pittsburgh (Cohn)
Memphis (Young) . .

Washington (Wheeler)
Dallas (Beiersdorf)
Atlanta (Wilson) . . .

Salt Lake City (Walker)
St. Louis (Reingold)
Winnipeg (Huber) . . .

Oklahoma City (Clark)
Philadelphia (Gross)
Charlotte (Longdon)
Albany (Grassgreen)
Minneapolis (Podoloff)
Cleveland (Schmertz)
Los Angeles (Dillon)
Boston. (Callahan)
Milwaukee (Lorentz) .

Kansas City (Fuller)
Omaha (Scott)

Sept.

5th

3
4
5
6
8
10

9
12
11
13
11
24
17
15
16

Sept. Sept.
12th Branch (Manager) 5th
20 San Francisco (Ballentine) ... 18
21 Cincinnati (Grady) 20
22 New Haven (Simon) 19
23 Des Moines (Mayer) 21
24 Denver (Morrison) 25

Indianapolis (Landis) 23
Seattle (Edmond) 28
St. John (March) 26
Portland (Powers) 30
Detroit (Sturm) 31
Buffalo (Samson) 27
Toronto (Bailey) 35
Vancouver (Patterson) 29
New Orleans (Landaiche) . . . 32
Calgary (Skorey) 33
Chicago (Eekhardt) 34
New York (Buxbaum) 36
Montreal (English) 37

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
3 1

35
36
37

District (Manager)
Atlantic (Moss) ....
South (Ballance) 2
Midwest (Scott) 3
Prairie (Levy) 5
Northeast (Bailey) 4

DISTRICTS
Sept.
5th

. . . 1

Sept.

12th District (Manager)
6 Coast (— )

7 Mideast (Roberts) . .

Sept.
5th

. . 6

. . 7
Canada (O’Loghlin) 9
Great Lakes (—) 8

Sept.
12th Division (Manager)

West (Kupper) ....
East (Sussman) ....

DIVISIONS
Sept.

5th
. . . . 1

Sept. Sept.
12tli Division (Manager) 5th
3 Central (Gehring) 3

K-7 SHORTS SALES
L

“I
i

Following is the standing of all branches, districts and divisions on sale of
1939-40 Movietone short subjects product and Terry-Toon (K-7), based on con-
tracts sold against possibilities, as of September 12:

BRANCHES
Sept.

12th
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Sept.
1 2t

1

2
3
4

Sept.
Branch (Manager) 5th

Pittsburgh (Cohn) 1
Washington (Wheeler) 2
Memphis (Young) 3
St. Louis (Reingold) 4
Philadelphia (Gross) 5
Salt Lake City (Walker) .... 6
Dallas (Beiersdorf) 7
Oklahoma City (Clark) 8
Winnipeg (Huber) 11
Charlotte (Longdon) 9
Minneapolis (Podoloff) 12
Albany (Grassgreen) 10
Atlanta (Wilson) 13
Cleveland (Schmertz) 15
Los Angeles (Dillon) 18
Milwaukee (Lorentz) 14
Kansas City (Fuller) 16
Omaha (Scott) 20
San Francisco (Ballentine) . . 17

DISTRICTS

Sept. Sept.
12th Branch (Manager) 5th
20 Cincinnati (Grady) 19

Seattle (Edmond) 23
Denver (Morrison) 22
Indianapolis (Landis) 21
Des Moines (Mayer) 21
Boston (Callahan) 25
Portland (Powers) 27
New Orleans (Landaiche) .... 26
Detroit (Sturm) 31
Buffalo (Samson) 28
New Haven (Simon) 30
Calgary (Skorey) 29
St. John (March) 32
Chicago (Eekhardt) 33
Montreal (English) 34
Toronto (Bailey) 37
New York (Buxbaum) 36
Vancouver (Patterson) 35

District (Manager)
Atlantic (Moss) . . .

Midwest (Scott) . . .

South (Ballance) . .

Prairie (Levy) . . . .

Coast (—)

Sept.
5tli

1

3
4

Sept. Sept.
12th District (Manager) 5tli

6 Mideast (Roberts) 6
7 Northeast (Bailey) 7

8 Great Lakes (— ) 8
9 Canada (O’Loghlin) 9

Sept.
12th Division (Manager)
1 West (Kupper)

DIVISIONS
Sept.
5th

East (Sussman) 2

Sept. Sept.
12th Division (Manager) 5th
3 Central (Gehring) 3

BUILD FALL PLAYTIME



ADS EFFECTIVENESS
STRESSED BY CHECKUP

NEW DYNAMO r

LIFE MAGAZINE’S REPORT

READER INTEREST OF “STANLEY”
INSERTION CITED AS EXAMPLE

Effectiveness of this

company’s national ad-

vertising is revealed in

an analysis of Life
magazine made by
Starch Advertisement
Rating Service, Inc., a
research organization
famous in the advertis-

ing world.

The analysis covers a sur-

vey made among the read-
ers of the August 14th issue

of Life to ascertain which
advertisement commanded
the most attention. That is-

sue of Life carried a 4-color

ad on “Stanley and Living-
stone.” The ad was pub-
lished on page 26.

The survey shows that the
“Stanley and Livingstone” ad
was seen by 65.9 per cent of all

the people queried by the Starch
research bureau. The only ad-
vertisement which had greater
visibility among the readers of
Life was the ad of Camel Cigar-
ettes on the back cover, the most
important advertising position
in the book. The Camel ad was
seen by 67.2 per cent of Life’s
readers. The ad listed third in
visibility among Life’s readers
was that of the Texaco-Havoline
Motor Oil, which had a rating of
55.7 per cent.

In the check-up of those who
read some or all of the adver-
tisements, the “Stanley and Liv-
ingstone” ad had a tremendous
leadership over everything print-
ed in the book. The survey
showed that of the readers of
Life who were queried, 56.3 per
cent read some of the “Stanley
and Livingstone” ad. The next

highest percentage of those who
said they read some of any ad
was 50.1 per cent, which applied
to an ad carried by RCA-Victor
Radio. Of those readers who said
they read most of the advertise-
ments, the percentages were:
“Stanley and Livingstone” 40.5
per cent and the next highest
was Sinclair Penn. Motor Oil,

which had a percentage rating
of 19.9 per cent.

Broken down between men
and women readers, the percent-
ages show that Camel Cigar-
ettes, with its back cover, was
seen by 72.2 per cent men read-
ers. “Stanley and Livingstone,”
which was second, was 63.9 per
cent and the third highest rating
was Schlitz Beer with 58.2 per
cent. Of the men who read any
of the ads, 55.1 per cent read
some of the “Stanley and Liv-
ingstone” ad and the second in

percentage was Camel Cigar-
ettes with 48.1 per cent. Of the
men who read most of each ad-
vertisement, the “Stanley and
Livingstone” ad led with 37.3
per cent and the next highest
was Sinclair Penn. Motor Oil
with 29.9 per cent.

Among women, the “Stanley
and Livingstone” ad showed even
greater leadership. It was seen
by 68 per cent of all Life’s
women readers and the nearest
to that was the Camel ad with
62.1 per cent. Of women who
read the ads, 57.5 per cent said
they read some of the “Stanley
and Livingstone” ad copy and
the runner-up in this percentage
tabulation was RCA - Victor
Radio with 52.3 per cent. Of
women who read most of the ad-
vertising copy in each ad, “Stan-
ley and Livingstone” was again
the first choice with 43.8 per
cent against a runner-up of Kel-
logg’s All-Bran, which showed a
percentage of 20.9 per cent.

COMPANY’S STUDIO
NEWS SPLURGES SET PACE
93 COVERS IN EIGHT MONTHS

OTHER STATISTICAL FACTS ON
SUPERIOR NEWS-WORTHINESS

MOVIETONE CITY
—A checkup made by
Hollywood correspon-
dents of “fan” maga-
zines shows that in the
first eight months of
this year, this com-
pany’s stars were fea-

tured on covers exactly
93 times.

This constitutes a record
for advance publicity inso-

far as the studio is con-
cerned. “Fan” magazine in-

terviews in the same period
increased 30 per cent over
the same time last year.

Insofar as the pictorial mag-
azines are concerned this com-
pany’s wares and new stars used
up a total of 48 pages in eight
weeks, six pages per week. That
is so far ahead of the showing
made by any other company’s
studio publicity department that
no comparison can be made.
Harry Brand, studio publicity

director, reports his department
has negotiated elaborate future
pictorial splurges in the pic-

torial weeklies on such forth-
coming specials as “Hollywood
Cavalcade” (several of which
already have been featured in

Life and Look), “Drums Along
the Mohawk,” “Swaneee River,”

“Little Old New York,” Maeter-
linck’s “The Blue Bird” and
others.

All of these helpful layouts
will be featured well in advance
of release of those pictures.
The national advance cam-

paign on “The Grapes of Wrath”
promises to be the greatest in

the history of this company, for
many publications already have
put in requests for special ma-
terial. The demand is so great
that Brand has had to divide the
various exploitable features so
that each of the national pub-
lications, reaching a combined
reading public of some 6,000,-

000 potential ticket buyers, will

have an “exclusive.”

THE RECORD
Following is a summary of

the front covers featuring this

company’s wares or stars in the
past eight months:
January . . . . . 12 May . . . 10
February .

.

. . 16 June .... . . . 13
March . . . . . . 11 July . . . 11
April . . 8 August . . . . . 12

The $11 premiere of “Holly-
wood Cavalcade” will be a his-

tory-making event from the
standpoint of advance publicity.

Life and other publications will

cover the affair. Inasmuch as
this affair will be the first gath-
ering of all stars of past and
present, the pictorial publica-
tions are sending whole staffs to

“cover” the event.

TIMELY
NOTES

S
AM GERMAINE and Earl
Wright are running first and

second in the New Haven ad-
sales contest, with Dan Richitelli
third and Sal Popolizio fourth.

•

I
T was a fine homecoming that
the Drive leader got at his

headquarters in Minneapolis.
Manager Podoloff’s expectancy
left no doubt that that office will
play a much more important part
in the Drive from this point on.

•

KIGHT after the Chicago
meeting Manager Clyde

Eckhardt turned over to every
employee his share of the prize
won for capturing first place in

the 52-week K-6 prize. In pre-
senting the checks, the manager
said: “And now that we know
what it means to win a real fat
sum, I know I can count on every
one of you straining every hu-
man effort to place this office

again in the prize class.”

•

Bill Humphries is out to

break all records in his zone
for sales, realizing that not un-
til he has cleaned up every un-
sold situation can he be sure of
maximum delivery. Ben Tolmas
and John Skillman led the office

in volume of K-7 deals closed,

with Sales Manager A1 Davis
next followed by Humphries.

•

Ellsworth hayes, assis-

tant shipper at Denver,
came through with a suggestion
for a tieup that could be adapted
nationally. He got a tieup with
the Morton Salt Co., which dis-

tributes the salt that carries for

its selling slogan, “When It

Rains It Pours.” Of course, the
hookup was for “The Rains
Came,” and has been the means
of selling many extra fan photos.
They are not missing a bet in

this Drive.
•

PITTSBURGH is taking no
chances. It holds its Drive

meeting next week, so Manager
Cohn had his salesmen in and
with the bookers, the shuttle

sheets were analyzed. A “flying”

squadron got to work to bring
as many delinquent accounts as

possible up to date by this week-
end.

•

HARRIS leads the San Fran-
cisco playdate race, with a

score of 77. A1 Laurice is sec-

ond with 69, Erickson third with

66, Bernard fourth with 61 and
Fratto fifth with 54.

•

VANCOUVER Manager Jim
Patterson earned some extra

money when he induced the man-
ager of the Strand, Vancouver,
to run over for two extra days
the double bill that included “Ho-
tel for Women” and “Chicken
Wagon Family.”

•

WINNIPEG’S Charles Ivrupp,

by the way, expects to be the

first salesman to land his full

18-week Drive quota. He expects
to accomplish this within the

next two weeks.
•

THE letter that Charles W.
Clark, Oklahoma City mana-

ger, circularized on “Submarine
Patrol,” carried an effective

Continued on Page 11

K:
7 NEWS DELIVERY

Following is the standing of all branches. districts and divisions on accumu-
lated five weeks’ delivery on Movietone News against five weeks’ quota,
September 2:

BRANCHES
Sept. Aiis:. Sept.
2nd Branch (Manager) 26th 2nd Branch (Manager)
1 Los Angeles (Dillon) .... I 20 Cincinnati (Grady)

. . 21
2 Philadelphia (Gross) .... ... 2 21 Milwaukee (Lorentz) . . 20
3 Charlotte (Longdon) .... ... 3 22 Seattle (Edmond) . . 26
4 Salt Lake City (Walker) 4 23 Chicago (Eckhardt) 99
5 Pittsburgh (Cohn) 24 Indianapolis (Landis) .... 24
6 New York City (Buxbaum . . 6 25 Kansas City (Fuller) .... . . 23
7 San Francisco (Ballentine) ... 9 26 Boston (Callahan)
8 Winnipeg (Huber) ... 7 27 Toronto (Bailey)

. . 27
9 Atlanta (Wilson) ... 8 28 Memphis (Young) . . 29

10 St. Louis (Reingold) .... . . . 10 29 Des Moines (Mayer) . . 28
11 Minneapolis (Podoloff ) . . ... 12 30 Albany (Grassgreen)

. . 30
12 Washington (Wheeler) ... 11 31 Montreal (English)
13 Detroit (Sturm) 32 Portland (Powers) . . 31
14 Denver (Morrison) ... 14 33 Calgary (Skorey) . . 34
15 Cleveland (Schmertz) . . . ... 15 34 Buffalo (Samson)
16 New Haven (Simon) .... ... 16 35 St. John (March) . . 35
17 Dallas (Beiersdorf) ... 17 36 Oklahoma City (Clark) . .

18 Vancouver (Patterson) . . ... 18 37 Omaha (Scott) . . 37
19 New Orleans (Landaiclie) . 19

DISTRICTS
Sept. Aug. Sept. Auk.
2nd District (Manager) 26th 2nd District (Manager) 26th

1 Coast (— ) 2 6
2 Atlantic (Moss) ... 1
3 South (Ballance) ... 3 8 Prairie (Levy) 8
4 Great Lakes (— ) ... 4 9
5 Mideast (Roberts) . . . 5

DIVISIONS
Sept. Aug.
2nd Division (Manager) 26th
1 West (Kupper) 1
2 East (Sussman) 2

Sept. Aug.
2nd Division (Manager) 26th
3 Central (Geliring) 3

K-7 SHORTS DELIVERY
Following is the standing of all branches, districts and divisions on accumulated

five weeks' delivery of short subjects against five weeks’ quota, as of September 2:

BRANCHES
Sept. Aug.
2nd Branch (Manager) 26tli

Washington (Wheeler) 3

3
Pittsburgh (Cohn)
Portland (Powers) 1
Los Angeles (Dillon) 5
Philadelphia (Gross) 4
St. Louis (Reingold) 7
Atlanta (Wilson) 11
Denver (Morrison) 9
Toronto (Bailey) 17
Winnipeg (Huber) 8
Buffalo (Samson) 22
Cincinnati (Grady) 6
Boston (Callahan) 13
Kansas City (Fuller) 12
New York City (Buxbaum) ... 10
Des Moines (Mayer) 16
Calgary (Skorey) 19
San Francisco (Ballentine) . . . 15
Salt Lake City (Walker) 18

DISTRICTS

20
21

Sept. Aug.
2nd Branch (Manager) 26th

Seattle (Edmond) 14
Montreal (English) 23
New Haven (Simon) 20
Detroit (Sturm) 21
New Orleans (Landaiclie) .... 24
Oklahoma City (Clark) 29
Indianapolis (Landis) 25
Cleveland (Schmertz) 26
Minneapolis (Podoloff) 28
Omaha (Scott) 31
Milwaukee (Lorentz) 27
Dallas (Beiersdorf) 37
St, John (March) 30
Albany (Grassgreen) 33
Chicago (Eckhardt) 32
Memphis (Young) 34
Vancouver (Patterson) 35
Charlotte (Longdon) 36

Sept. Aug.
2nd District (Manager) 26th

1 Atlantic (Moss) 1

2 Coast (—) 2
3 Midwest (Scott) 3
4 Mideast (Roberts) 4
5 Northeast (Bailey) 5

DIVISIONS
Sept. Aug.
2nd Division (Manager) 26th
1 East (Sussman) 1

2 West (Kupper) 2

Sept. Aug.
2nd District (Manager) 26tli

6 Canada (O’Loghlin) 6
7 Prairie (Levy) 7
8 South (Ballance) 9
9 Great Lakes (— ) 8

Sept. Aug.
2nd Division (Manager) 26th
3 Central (Geliring) 3

1939-40 ADSALES DELIVERY
Following is the standing of all adsales managers, branches, districts and

divisions on accumulated six weeks' adsales delivery against 1939-40 adsales
delivery quota for that period, as of September 9:

BRANCHES
Sept,

9th
I

3
4

Branch (Ads. Manager)
Dallas (Bandy)
New Haven (Weinstein) 5
Calgary (Davies) 10

Sept.
2nd

. 1

3

Salt Lake City (Blasius)
5 Washington (A. Miller) ....
6 New York City (E. McManus)
7 San Francisco (Lewis) 2
8 Los Angeles (A’oung) 7
9 Winnipeg (Smith) 6
10 St. Louis (A. McManus) .... 9
I L Toronto (Glasier) 8
12 Vancouver (Hislop) 16
13 Kansas City (Crawford) 14
14 Philadelphia (Mintz) 12
15 Des Moines (Gold) 15
16 Charlotte (Lowry) 17
17 Denver (Gwin) 13
18 Montreal (Brault) 18
19 Atlanta (Hackney) 19

DISTRICTS
Sept. Sept. Sept.
9th District (Manager) 2nd 9th District (Manager)
1 Coast (— ) I 6 Mideast (Roberts)

Northeast (Bailey)
Great Lakes (—

)

Prairie (Levy) . . .

Sept. Sept.
9th Branch (Ads. Manager) 2nd
20 Detroit (Sturm) 20
21 St. John (Corbett) 21
22 Cleveland (Scott) 22

Buffalo (Stamp) 23
Cincinnati (Kelly) 25
Pittsburgh (Yandergrift) .... 30
Indianapolis (Orsenigo) 24
Seattle (Thorpe) 26
Boston (Krivitsky) 28
Albany (Lester) 27
New Orleans (Johnson) 31
Oklahoma City (Whelihan) . . . 32
Portland (Fox) 29
Milwaukee (Heimbueger) .... 33
Minneapolis (Clayson) 34
Omaha (F. Miller) 35
Memphis (Gibbons) 36
Chicago (Monette) 37

23
2 I

26

28
29
30
3 I

32
33
3 1

35
36
37

District (Manager)
Coast (— )

Canada (O’Loglilin) 2
Atlantic (Moss) 4
South (Ballance) 3
Midwest (Scott) 5

DIVISIONS

Sept.
2nd

6

Sept,
9th
1

Division (Manager)
West (Kupper) . . . .

East (Sussman) . . . .

Sept.
2nd

1

Sept.
9th Division (Manager)
3 Central (Geliring) . ,

Sept.
2nd

. . 3
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WHOLESALE
SHIFTS ON

DRIVE
SHORTS

Charlotte No Longer Last In Drive On Shorts

ON NEWS
First Month of

Drive Status
Changed

Wholesale changes in

the short subjects de-

livery standings fea-

tured the fourth week
of the Kent Drive.
Ira Cohn’s Pittsburghers

bounced into fifth place on
News delivery and starred
in that phase of the Big
Push.

But, the most excitement was
in the short subjects sector.

Long advances were unusu-
ally plentiful. However, only
three branches, exceeded quota
on shorts—and they were Phil
Longdon’s Charlotte, Grady’s
Cincinnati and Wheeler’s Wash-
ington.
For Charlotte that meant it

was able to quit last place, fin-

ishing the first month of the
campaign in 27th place, within
exactly one point of Sturm’s De-
troiters.

On News, the fourth week
saw six branches beat quota.

They were Charlotte, Los An-
geles, New York, Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh and San Francisco.

Leaderships in every phase of

shorts and News competition re-

mained unchanged, according to

the official figures.

Sussman’s East was still lead-

ing the short subjects divisional

race, topping Kupper’s West by
7.9 and Gehring’s Centrals by
25.9. On News, the West re-

mained tops, 1.6 richer than East
and 6.2 above Central.
Among the districts, Edgar

Moss’ Atlantics were still pacing
on shorts, over quota for the

four weeks and 15.5 ahead of

Scott’s Midwest which led Coast
by only one-tenth of a mark.
Roberts’ Mideast was six-tenths

under Midwest, but 14.3 stronger
than Bailey’s Northeast. And
O’Loghlin’s Canada needed 3.9 to

hook Northeast, leading Bal-
ance's South by 4.3, with Great
Lakes 6.1 below the Dixie outfit

and only eight-tenths in advance
of Prairie.

Over quota for the first four
weeks of the Drive on short sub-
jects delivery are: Pittsburgh,

Above, Reingold’s St.

Louis exchange which jump-
ed five places on four weeks’
Drive short subjects deliv-

ery status, going from 11 to
6. At left, Bailey’s Toronto
exchange personnel which
advanced from 14th to 12th
position, almost arresting
Callahan’s Bostonians, but
four-tenths of a point sepa-
rating the pair at the end of

the Drive’s first month.

DRIVE

SHORTS
Four Weeks

Following is the standing’ of every
branch, district and division on accu-

mulated four weeks’ short subjects de-

livery against quota for that period of
the seventh annual S. R. Kent Drive, as
of Sept. 9:

BRANCHES
Sept. sept.
9th Branch (Manager) 2nd
1 Pittsburgh (Cohn) i
2 Washington (Wheeler) 3
3 Portland (Powers) £
4 Cincinnati (Grady) 9
5 Los Angeles (Dillon) 5
0 St. Louis (Reingold) n
7 Denver (Morrison) 7
8 Philadelphia (Gross) j
9 Atlanta (Wilson) 12
10 Kansas City (Fuller) 0
11 Boston (Callahan) 10
12 Toronto (Bailey) 14
13 Buffalo (Samson) 8
14 Oklahoma City (Clark) 13
15 Calgary (Skore.v) 15
10 Des Moines (Mayer) 20
17 San Francisco (Ballentine) ... 19
18 Seattle (Edmond) 18
19 Winnipeg (Huber) 17
20 Salt Lake City (Walker) 10
21 Cleveland (Schmertz) 23
22 Montreal (English) 21
23 New Orleans (Landaiche) 28
24 New York (Buxbaum) 22
25 New Haven (Simon) 24
2G Detroit (Sturm) 25
27 Charlotte (Longdon) 37
28 Chicago (Eckhardt) 30
29 Indianapolis (Landis) 29
30 Dallas (Beiersdorf ) 26
31 Milwaukee (Lorentz) 27
32 Minneapolis (Podoloff) 31
33 Omaha (Scott) 32
34 Albany (Grassgreen) 3 ;?

35 St. John (March) 3 1

36 Memphis (Young) 35
37 Vancouver (Patterson) 36

DISTRICTS
Sept. Sept.
9th District (Manager) 2nd
1 Atlantic (Moss) 1

2 Midwest (Scott) 2
3 Coast ( ) 3
4 Mideast (Roberts) 4
5 Northeast (Bailey) 5
6 Canada (O’Loghlin) 6
7 South (Ballance) 7
8 Great Lakes ( ) 9
9 Prairie (Levy) 8

DIVISIONS
Sept. Sept.
9th Division 2nd

1 East (Sussman) 1
2 West (Kupper) 2
3 Central (Gehring) 3

It was a dan-
dy week for Phil
Longdon and his

Charlotte branch
(left) on shorts
and News. The
four weeks’
standings show
the Ta r h e els

jumped from
37th to 27th
place on short
subjects deliv-

ery. On News,
the North Caro-
linians continued
beating quota
and held third

place. Charlotte
was the only of-

fice to exceed
both News and
short subjects

quota.

Washington, Portland, Cincin-
nati and Los Angeles.
Of that lot, Grady’s Cincin-

nati dashed from ninth to fourth
place, within 7.7 of Powers’
Portland which trails Wheeler’s
Washington by six-tenths of a
mark. Pittsburgh topped Wash-
ington by 4.9.

ON SHORTS
Reingold’s St. Louisans distin-

guished themselves, too, going
from 11 to sixth place, but 12
points to the rear of Dillon’s

Angelinos and four-tenths ahead
of Morrison’s Denver.

Gross’ Philadelphia tumbled
from the fourth to eighth dug-
out, with Wilson’s Atlantans,
who flew from 12 to 9, only four-
tenths of a point behind the
Quakers.

Fuller’s Kansans took it on the
chin for four brackets and Calla-

han’s Boston dropped one to
make room higher in the struc-
ture for Atlanta. Bailey’s Toron-

Mayer’s Des Moines advanced
four, from 20 to 16, within two
points of Calgary. Ballentine’s
San Francisco added a pair,

standing 19th, within 1.6 of Des
Moines, after hurdling Seattle,

Winnipeg and Salt Lake City.

The Utahans dropped four and
are now only 3.2 ahead of
Schmertz’s Clevelanders who
jumped from 23 to 21, beating
out Montreal which is now only
three points better off than Lan-
daiche’s New Orleans which
rocketed from 28 to 23. New
York gave up two and New
Haven one.

Detroit dropped one and is

now endangered by Charlotte
which climbed 10.

to stepped up four, finding Sam-
son’s Buffalo easy picking. The
Bisons dropped from eighth to

13th position. Toronto’s climb
cost Clark’s Oklahoma City one,
while Skorey’s Calgary remained
15th.

PITTS
SCORES BIG

St. 1Louis And Toronto C im b On Shorts

DRIVE

NEWS
Four Weeks

Following; is the standing of every
branch, district and division on accu-
mulated four weeks’ Movietone News
delivery against quota for that period
of the seventh annual S. R. Kent Drive,
as of Sept. 9:

BRANCHES
Sept. Sept.
9th Branch (Manager) 2nd
1 Los Angeles (Dillon) I

2 Atlanta (Wilson) 2
3 Charlotte (Longdon) 3
4 Philadelphia (Gross) I

5 Pittsburgh (Cohen) 6
6 Salt Lake City (Walker) 5
7 San Francisco (Ballentine) ... 8
8 Winnipeg (Huber) 7
9 New York (Buxbaum) 9
10 St. Louis (Reingold) 10
It Minneapolis (Podoloff) fl
12 Detroit (Sturm) j;»

13 Cincinnati (Grady) 13
14 Washington (Wheeler) II
15 Cleveland (Schmertz) 16
16 New Haven (Simon) 17
17 New Orleans (Landaiche) .... I :

18 Dallas (Beiersdorf) 19
19 Denver (Morrison) 15
•0 Vancouver (Patterson) 20
21 Chicago (Eckhardt) 23
22 Milwaukee (Lorentz) 21
23 Seattle (Edmond) 23
21 Indianapolis (Landis) 21
25 Kansas City (Fuller) 25
26 Boston (Callahan) 26
27 Memphis (Young) 27
28 Des Moines (Mayer) 30
29 Toronto (Bailey) 29
30 Montreal (English) 31
31 Albany (Grassgreen) 28
32 Portland (Powers) 32
33 Calgary (Skorey) 33
34 Buffalo (Samson) 3 1

35 St. John (March) 35
36 Oklahoma City (Clark) 36
37 Omaha (Scott) . 37

DISTRICTS
Sept. sept.
9th District (Manager) 2nd

L Coast ( ) 1

2 Atlantic (Moss) 2
3 South (Ballance) 3
I Great Lakes ( ) 1

5 Mideast (Roberts) 5
6 Prairie (Levy) 6
7 Canada (O’Loghlin) 7
8 Midwest (Scott) 8
9 Northeast (Bailey) 9

DIVISIONS
Sept. Sept.
9th Division 2nd

1 West (Kupper) l

2 East (Sussman) 2
3 Central (Gehring) 3

BULLETINS
ANNABELLA DUE
NEXT TUESDAY
PARIS—Annabella (Mrs. Ty-

rone Power), her mother and
daughter, have obtained passage
on the Pan-American Clipper
American. They will arrive at
Port Washington, N. Y., next
Tuesday (19).

DIVISION HEADS
ON THE ROAD
NEW YORK—Eastern Divi-

sion Manager William Sussman
joins Drive Leader M. A. Levy
at Cincinnati next Monday. Cen-
tral Division Manager W. C.
Gehring returned to New York
from the Drive trip through the
Central offices on Thursday.

SAILINGS FOR
POSTS IN WAR
NEW YORK— European Di-

rector of Movietone News, Rus-
sell Muth, and Bonney Powell
expected to be able to leave New
York for duty in Europe. The
former was on a vacation in

America. He headquarters in

Paris.

EXHIBITORS
ARE INVITED
NEW YORK — Branch man-

agers at all eastern branches
have extended an invitation to

their leading circuit and inde-
pendent exhibitors to attend the
Drive meetings next season.

COMINGS, GOINGS
IN THE FIELD
Terrytoon Business Manager

Harvey Day returned to New
York from a tour of the Central
branches where he attended the
Drive meetings. . . . Bill Sussman
spent Tuesday in Philadelphia.
. . . William J. Clark, short sub-
jects manager, is back after a
business trip to Toronto and
Buffalo.
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DRIVE
MEETINGS

IN EAST
Exhibs Pleased

With Product
Analysis

MINNEAPOLIS—
After a two-day’s lay-

off, due to the Jewish
holiday, Drive Leader
M. A. Levy left here
Friday for Detroit to
resume his second
Drive trip.

The meeting here Wed-
nesday was attended by the
dollar delivery crews not
only from this exchange,
but also from Winnipeg and
Calgary.
A feature of the session here

was that Managers Podcloff,
Huber and Skorey each were
presented with a batch of checks
representing winnings of em-
ployees at the three branches in

the 52-week contest of last sea-
son. This marked the second
instance when these three gen-
tlemen received checks for dis-

tribution among all branch em-
ployees, for those offices also
finished in prize-carrying pc si-

tions in the 1938 Drive.
A goodly delegation of repre-

sentatives was on hand to hear
the product analysis. This has
been the case at every branch,
with the exception of Chicago.
Frcm all three branch man-

agers, the Drive leader and Cen-
tral Division Manager W. C.
Gehring, who also spoke, re-
ceived pledges that they would
quickly boost their weekly re-
ceipts to a level that would en-
able them to make speedy capi-
tal of the big pictures that are
being turned loose.

EAST STARTS
ON MONDAY
CINCINNATI—Eastern Divi-

sion Manager William Sussman
is due here Sunday to meet the
Drive leader and accompany
him on a swing around the east-
ern branches.

Mideastern District Manager
George A. Roberts also will be
here on Monday.
Jim Grady’s Cincinnatians are

more confident than ever that
they will finish first in the Na-
tional standing. Already leading
their district, the locals will not
be satisfied until they are
among the topnotchers and every
cne here believes this will be
brought about by the early part
of next month.

ATLANTICS PLAN
REAL SURPRISE
PHILADELPHIA—With this

company’s product better sold
than that of any competitor in

Washington, Pittsburgh and
here, Atlantic District Manager
Edgar Moss is looking forward
with enthusiasm to the forth-
coming meetings.

Exhibitors have been invited
to attend all three Drive ses-
sions. The number that have
accepted in the three cities will
tax the capacity of the projec-
tion rooms.
Sam Wheeler is making no ef-

fort to hide his branch’s deter-
mined campaign to win first

prize. Washington is gearing to
“surprise some of the other con-
tenders.”
The Washingtonians are lead-

ing the district for the first time.
With “The Rains Came” under
way, however, competition
among the three branches will
definitely be hotter than ever.

NORTHEASTERNS
VERY CONFIDENT
BOSTON—Although he is far

from satisfied with what his dis-

trict has done to date, North-

f . L. Harley’s Courageous British Leaders !

These gentlemen are carrying on the company’s business in England, in spite of threats of aer- j

j
ial bombardment. The London staff has evacuated to emergency headquarters at Wembley, about

j

j

15 miles from the British metropolis. Re-opening of 65 per cent of the theatres in England this
|week found these key men straining every effort to make the British Isles’ part in the Drive J

j
an outstanding one, despite war. Some of the key men are pictured below. Top row, left to

|

j

right: Roy Simmonds, Publicity Director; J. Pattinson, Assistant Sales Manager; R. J. V. Par-
j

! sons, Branch Supervisor; J. S. E. Browning, Contracts Manager; (middle row) : Sir Gordon Craig, I

|
General Manager, British Movietone News; Gerald Sanger, Producer British Movietone News; I

j

B. T. Britten, Circuits Manager; A. Wesson, London Branch Manager; (bottom row): K. N. i

! Hargreaves, Secretary; A. G. Faija, Technical Manager and Building Supt.; T. F. Scales, Ass’t. |

|
Editor, Movietone News; C. Pyne, Manager, Shipping Department.

j

eastern District Manager Tom
H. Bailey looks for the next two
months to see all three of his
branches hitting a new Drive
high mark.

Selling has loosened as exhib-
itors have been pouring into the
exchange centres to close con-
tracts. The next month will be
especially eventful in the mat-
ter of contract-closing in Bos-
ton, New Haven and Albany.
New Haven Manager Ben Si-

mon has informed Bailey that
he expects to regain first place
among the Internationals with-
in the next week or so.

Joel McCrea In "He
Married His Wife"

MORE ‘RAINS’ TRIUMPHS
PRE-RELEASES SMASH HITS

STARTS FIELD BALL ROLLING

WHAT CRITICS IN THREE KEY
CITIES HAVE TO SAY ABOUT IT

Continued from Page 2
who lived through such catastrophies came out transformed and
purified. Very pretty, in soft curls and a white evening gown,
Myrna Loy is the glossy and crafty Lady Edwina Esketh. George
Brent achieves his most successful portrayal. Brenda Joyce sparkled
prettily, even in the presence of veteran actors. For the sake of
entertainment romance supplants the social aspects. It is an im-
pressive motion picture.”
Henry T. Murdock of the Public Ledger reported:
Louis Bromfield’s ’The Rains Came’ reaches the screen in a

form which Mr. Bromfield has publicly declared to be completely
satisfactory. Since authors, particularly fanous ones, have few
tolerant words for their film translations, his recommendation
should carry weight.
“A visit to the Stanley offers proof that Mr. Bromfield knows a

good movie when he sees one. ‘The Rains Came’ is an engrossing-
entertainment, made with the aid of superior cinema magic, a
glamor cast and a complete disregard for the budget. The photo-
play rests on interesting narrative and on varied characterization
that holds the attention. The general outline of Bromfield’s storv
is followed faithfully.

“It is never hard to watch Myrna Loy. There is ample sincerity
in Tyrone Powers’ work. Because of the construction of the story,
the studio technicians exert their explosive magic midway through
the picture and it is to the story’s credit that it picks up interest
after the special-effects men get through. Their realistic flood
and earthquate offer the most convincing and elaborate catastrophe.”

Elsie Finn of the Philadelphia Record wrote the Following:
“There’s an abundance of surefire box office in ‘The Rains Came’.
It can t miss. This welter of assorted material has been neatly
tied together into a compelling, satisfying and brilliant screenplay.
It’s first-rate entertainment.
“Although the story of ‘The Rains Came’ is developed through

highly dramatic and exciting situations, it is neither over-obvious
nor superficial. Vivid characters are provided for three principals,
who give their best—especially Tyrone Power, seldom as restrained
or as smooth.
“Much of the effectiveness of ‘The Rains Came’ must be credited

the supporting cast.”
Mildred Martin of the Philadelphia Inquirer reported:
‘ ‘The Rains Came’ has been brought to the screen with con-

siderable dexterity. The picture is handsome, eye-filling and an
entertaining story of India decorated with screen-shaking scenes
of flood, earthquake and fire.

“Chief acting honors we believe go to Myrna Loy. Tyrone Power
manages to make surprisingly believable the role of Major Rama
Safti, while George Brent’s drunken remittance man, Brenda Joyce
as the missionary’s reckless young daughter, and Maria Ouspen-
skaya’s tiny, lion-hearted Maharani all contribute sound per-
formances.”

COAST,
TOO, LAUDS
“RAINS”

Called the Best
Spectacle Yet
Produced

Continued from Page 2

tury-Fox’s invitation to come to
a private preview yesterday
with some trepidation for I won-
dered how it would be possible
to picture the book as Louis
Bromfield had written it.

“But, so adroitly has it been
accomplished that you get all

the excitement, the atmosphere
and the moving interest of this
great story of mystical India.
Darryl Zanuck has had many
fine pictures to his credit, but
none excels ‘The Rains Came’ in

intelligent translation, fine pro-
duction and exceptionally good
casting. . . .

“We have become so accus-
tomed to seeing the earth rock,
frightening hurricanes, cyclones
and fires that it takes a lot to
impress us, but the earthquakes
and floods in ‘The Rains Came’
top anything of this kind this
reviewer has ever seen on the
screen.

“It is overwhelming and
breath-taking and best of all

never seems as if it were a de-
vised effect. When you see the
dam gradually give way and the
torrents sweep everything and
everyone before them, it is al-

most as if the end of the wcrld
had arrived.
“Myrna Loy, whose selection

as Lady Esketh was a subject of
much comment, does an extra-
ordinary piece of work. Tyrone
Power, as Major Safti, gives a
performance that is outstanding
in his highly successful career.
George Brent fits perfectly
Bromfield’s description of the
cynical but lovable Tom Ran-
some. Brenda Joyce, as Fern,
holds her own with these sea-
soned troupers and has a great
deal to offer. She is naive and
fresh, just as the girl in the
book, and, moreover, she is easy
and natural in her first screen
role.”

TRADE PRESS
Daily Variety extolled: “It’s

brooding atmosphere quality, a
strangely potent mystical im-
pression, sets ‘The Rains Came’
apart among the important pic-
tures of the season, providing
its peculiar, arresting entertain-
ment.

“It is this quality, created by
capable players and expert di-

rection to match the translation
of Louis Bromfield’s novel of
modern India, which gives the
two interwoven love stories their
passionate impact and which in-

dicates its lines of exploitation
to supplement the marquee ap-
peal. Within the new restric-

tions of the world market, the
picture has money making-
power.
“Myrna Loy grasps every

possibility in the role of the
morally untrammeled matron
who finally humbles herself in
menial devotion as a nurse in
her memorable performance.
Tyrone Power delivers one of
his best enactments as the
protege of the Maharajah, re-
sisting the brazen blandish-
ments of the Englishwoman un-
til genuine love puts their re-
lationship on a different plane.
George Brent handles his role
of the rehabilitated wastrel with
consummate skill, giving it

strong, sympathetic appeal.
Brenda Joyce, the attractive
newcomer, shows remarkable
capacity as an actress and a
most engaging personality in
the difficult assignment of the
missionary’s daughter who
throws herself at Brent.”

Proclaiming in headlines that
the production is a “Money Hit,”
the Hollywood Reporter en-
thused :

“ ‘The Rains Came’ bulks on
the screen as a magnificently

Continued on Page 10
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SALiSOMLS
“nnHERE are two vital things before civilization today: (1) the
A effort to bring war to an end, and (2) the maintenance of

peace in countries not now at war. The sufferings from war can best
be relieved and the maintenance of peace can be made a lighter load
if motion pictures play their part.” So editorialized a Chicago
newspaper this week. The editorial went on to say: “One can not
get relief from radio because war announcements shower the
household with gloom. But the movies do give relief. The movies
are much more important to us than ever today. So, it is to be
hoped that the movie people do their job, do not allow themselves
to lose track of what they owe those who have made possible their
great industry. The movies have a vital duty to perform to man-
kind. It is to be hoped that the industry, this year celebrating
an important anniversary, which means that it has graduated from
its so-called infancy, will play the part of big brother to civiliza-

tion.” No greater tribute was ever paid to this industry than is

embodied in that editorial.

•

MANY have written to inquire why there is not “more war
pictures” in the newsreels. Censorship is the answer. This

company will not be any party to inflicting any “stcck stuff” on
the public. We have more men, at the front and in the theater of
war than all the other newsreels combined. More than a score of
our men have donned uniforms and are at the front. The pro-
cedure is this: these men grind away on what is seen and then, by
government edict, the negative is turned over to the military
“higher-ups.” The latter, in turn, pass the film onto the Government
authorities behind the lines. Then the censors come into action
and only what they want the public to see is turned over to the
company. That is the situation today. So far the censor-approved
film is not newsworthy and more or less propaganda, serving
the local purpose. The situation, however, is rapidly clearing and
when REAL, accurate pictures dealing with the war are available,
Movietone News will be the first to present them to the screens.

•

NO COMPANY has been considered more newsworthy and given
more pictorial space in any newspaper than the Kansas City

Star has given to our studio’s efforts. It all started when Zanuck
sent the “Jesse James” company to the Southwest, points out Kansas
City Branch Manager G. W. Fuller, whose suggestion, incidentally,
that the company dramatize the life of Frank James, who reformed
after his brother, Jesse, was shot, has prompted
the studio to go ahead with such a picture.
The manager writes: “We have been receiving
considerable space in advance of all our big pic-

tures. It gave us a full-page in the rotogravure
section on ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ and two
weeks later another page on ‘The Rains Came.’
We have been promised a full page in two weeks
on ‘Hollywood Cavalcade.’ This publicity has
been of tremendous value, as the Star has a
wide circulation in every towr. within 200 miles
of Kansas City, ranging, according to surveys,
up to 80 per cent of all families in that area.”
Thanks, Kansas City Star!

•

I
T IS NOT surprising to find the field force so

quick to cope with the latest emergency. And
company executives are due for the surprise of
their lives when the results of current field efforts

begin to reveal themselves starting with Zanuck
Week. There are no more efficient nor more loyal employees in the
ranks of any organization in this or any other industry. We speak
for these employees because we know what they are doing. If
this company were owned 100 per cent by each of these employees,
they could not possibly be striving for greater results than they are
now seeking—and that they WILL deliver! And no one knows
it better than our opposition in every territory.

•

THE RAINS CAME” continues doing what all of us believed it

would do, beat the tar off of “Jesse James.” Out of five pre-
release starts, five exceeded the “Jesse James” grosses. And in
two, “The Rains Came” topped “Alexander’s Ragtime Band.” And
this is just the beginning. Zanuck Week will be considerably en-
riched by what this production will earn at the box offices. Book-
ings for the week are the most numerous in this Drive, running
about 10 per cent ahead of the first chapter, according to press-
time statistics we studied. But leading the parade now is “The
Rains Came,” with “Stanley and Livingstone” following. But,
watch those so-called little fellows. Piled up, they spell the differ-
ence between success and failure.

•
fTVHIS company’s total number of 1939-40 releases will be 52, as
A announced at the convention. This is made possible by Zanuck’s
farsighted policy. We know production is at a standstill in Eng-

“We’re Just Begun” the
,.

raess“ge
that comes from Ben

Simon's New Haven, which this week surrendered Drive lead-

ership among the Internationals to Jack Lorentz’s Milwau-
keeans. Future prospects loom especially brilliant in this

territory and if Congress passes the President’s amended
neutrality bill. New Haven, with its many industrial key
cities that will profit, can back its statement that “the office

that wins first place in the International standing is the
one that beats us.”

land. But, also we know that in the vaults at the Home Office are
negatives of the four international specials produced by this com-
pany at its London studios. These will be released at the rate of
one every quarter. The four are: Grade Fields’ “Shipyard Sally”
(Oct. 20), “Inspector Hornleigh on a Hcliday,” “So This Is Lon-
don,” based on George M. Cohan’s stage success that once served as
a Will Rogers starring vehicle, and “The Came by Night.” Nega-
tives of two other British-made specials also are in New York. See
the Studio Special supplement for complete details.

•

WATCH out for that Prairie district! Minneapolis, Omaha and
Des Moines are about to cut loose! That’s placing dynamite

in the path of the eight other districts that top the Prairies. But,
it is a healthy sign. It is healthy because it indicates that from
top to bottom every district and branch is getting increasingly
stronger with the advent of each week. Belated buying on the part
of exhibitors has seemingly come to an end. Exhibitors realize
that producers and distributors cannot cope with this international
emergency without their help. And they must help. They owe it

to their community. This industry never played a more important
part in the scheme of life than it does today. It has the greatest
opportunity. And it is encouraging to observe that exhibitors are
realizing their greater importance in and their greater responsi-
bility to their community. If ever this industry needed perfect
team-work, now is the time.

SIDELIGHTS
Adventures of Sher-

lock HOLMES” is being
rated the best mystery produc-
tion in years. The Baltimore
Sun, for instance, said: “This is

one of the most interesting

mystery pictures shown here.”
Another critic reported :

“ ‘The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’
is just what
the doctor or-

dered to take
your mind off

the world’s
present
trouble s.”

Still another
observed:
“Basil Rath-
bone is do-
ing such a
fine job as
Sherlock Florence Patke
Holmes that
in the future when we hear
about Conan Doyle’s character
we shall always picture Basil
Rathbone.”

•
fFHE race of cities, large and
A small, along that sector of
the Buffalo-Albany territories
that used to be known as the
“Mohawk Trail,” for the privi-
lege of staging the world pre-
miere of “Drums Along the Mo-
hawk” continues a very heated
affair. This picture will un-
questionably break all records
for takings on a single produc-
tion in the Buffalo territory.

•
fTlHE Drive races for district
A delivery leadership are close,
even though in some instances
salesmen have yet to reveal their
real strength. Following are
the district’s No. 1 salesmen on
Drive delivery for the past four
weeks

:

District Salesman
Atlantic Diamond
Canada F. Scott

Coast Wall
Lakes Grohe
Mideast Bugie
Midwest James
Northeast Sliter
Prairie Mussman
South Miller

•

THE picture is slightly
changed when advance rent-

als status are considered in the
district leadership effort. Here
are the districts’ leading sales-
men on basis of accumulated four
weeks’ delivery plus 14 weeks’
advance rentals against 18-week
Drive quota:

District Manager
Atlantic Norris
Canada F. Scott
Coast Dugan
Fakes McCleaster
Mideast Burkart
Midwest James
Northeast Sliter

Prairie Mussman
South Hendrix

•

HATS off to our women book-

ers! Do you realize that
the branches that run first and
second on advance rentals in the
National group are headed by
women. Mrs. Sarah Young is

head booker at

pace - setting
Washington and
Miss Florence
Patke is No. 1

at the runner-
up St. Louis ex-
change. Some
food for thought
for the male
bookers in that
fact.

•

Dell good-
MAN’S Far

East not only is showing the way
in the Overseas Drive’s first

week, but on returns for the
first 36 weeks of this year it

also leads. In 1938 Far East-
erners were out front, but they
substantially beat that start.

Sarah Young

(

The Latest ,

i shop
ITALK
|I Comment

Oklahoma city’s News
earning power has been

growing consistently in the past
month. The office started a cam-
paign to get dormant News ac-
counts to start their contracts.
In the first three weeks four
such situations were got under
way.

FROM this coming week on,

Atlanta seems certain to

play a major part in the Drive.
This week-end finds the office

cashing in on two super specials,

“Stanley and Livingstone” and
“The Rains Came.” These, the
branch points
out, will enable
“us to turn in

a revenue o f

which we can
be proud.”

J
IM MORRI-
SON’S Den-

v e r i t e s are
cashing in
beautifully on
“Subm a r i n e

Patrol.” Last
week when
war broke out
the office
speedily circu- Truman
1 a r i z e d the Talley
territory with
an announcement that the pic-

ture would be re-issued. The
move proved popular with ex-

himitors and are port reached
this desk that bookings in the
first week exceeded even the
office’s highest expectations. Ok-
lahoma City, too, is doing well
with this re-issue.

•

I
N OFFERING “The First

World War” for re-issuance,
managers, salesmen and book-
ers are urged to line up play-
time immediately, so that the
Home Office may proceed accord-
ingly with regard to prints.

Laurence Stallings edited the
book that inspired the Movietone
special that Truman H. Talley
produced. It is the only com-
plete, official and authentic
cinematic record of the last Big
Conflict.

•

WITH contracts covering the

deal with Central States
circuit, which operates in 16 of

its most important situations,

Des Moines should be taking a

more active part in the Drive.

A belated start is better than
none and from this point on
Stan Mayer’s Iowans should be
fulfilling the flock of pledges
they, Omaha and Minneapolis
made M. A. Levy when he tem-
porarily absented himself from
his district manager’s duties to

take up the Drive leadership.

•

THE Minneapolis Drive meet-

ing was more of a convention.

Not only were there delegates
from three K-7
prize - winning
branches— Min-
neapolis, Winni-
peg and Cal-

gary — but a
flock of North-
west exhibitors,

too, were on
hand. The war
situation as it

affects Canada
is no longer a
jittery affair in

Winnipeg and
Calgary, Man-
agers Huber and

Skorey, respectively, reported.

Jane Withers

PITTSBURGH salesmen are

kept in the field two weeks
at a time. Then they return to
the office for a week-end session.
At that meeting every man’s
zone is analyzed, situation for
situation. Pittsburgh is prepared
for its biggest splurge in this
Drive.



NEW DYNAMO

DENVER Manager Morrison’s

secretary, Miss LeGendre,
has been conducting a one-

woman campaign to help the

Drive. She has been contacting

non-theatrical accounts by let-

ters. In the past week she se-

cured two contracts, one from
the Chin Lee Indian School for

26 features, 26 shorts and 26

issues of the News, and another
from the Shiprock Boarding
School at Shiprock, N. M. From
the former she secured 15 days,

one a week for the last 15 weeks
of the Drive. From the latter

she got seven Drive dates.

•

AVERAGE of revenue earned

per News print, you in the

U. S. will be surprised to know,
is higher in Canada than it is

on this side of the border, some
$10 greater. Incidentally, here

is how the U. S. branches stand

this week on revenue averaged
per News print:

1 Los Angeles IT Kansas
2 Detroit 18 Albany
3 New Haven 19 Dallas

1 Buffalo 20 St. Louis

5 Frisco 21 Milwaukee
<> Philadelphia 22 Denver
7 Seattle 23 Minneapolis
8 Indianapolis 21 Salt Lake
9 Cleveland 25 Portland

10 Chicago 2<» Memphis
I I Pittsburgh 27 Des Moines
12 Cincinnati 28 New Orleans
13 Washington 29 Charlotte

I 1 New York 30 Oklahoma
15 Boston 31 Omaha
10 Atlanta

•

OTTO BROWER, roving direc-

tor, is in Oklahoma City,

shooting background scenes in

that territory. He and his crew
will be there for about another
week. Then they return to the
studio when John Ford, who re-

cently finished “Drums Along
the Mohawk,” will be ready to

start filming the picturization of

John Steinbeck’s best seller,

“The Grapes of Wrath,” in which
Henry Fonda heads the cast.

•

A CABLE from Europe late

this week reported Annabella
had reached her mother and
daughter in France, after flying

as far as Spain via Pan-Ameri-
can clipper. . No word has yet
been received as to when she ex-

pects to join her husband, Ty-
rone Power, at the studio. . The
latter this week started “Day-
time Wife” with Linda Darnell
and Binnie Barnes.

•

BOOKERS A1 Mendelsohn and
George Blenderman have

been cashing in on all prints

available on smash-hits of past
seasons. This writer noted a

total of seven re-issues along
West 42nd street the other night.

There has not been an outstand-
ing hit of the past four seasons
that these alert bookers and New
York salesmen have not put to

work in the past two months as

a means of bolstering territorial

revenue.
•

EVEN with the British Isles,

France, Germany and Poland
at war and revenue chopped as
a result, if the foreign forces can
maintain the pace with which
they launched the Drive, the
Overseas Department’s weekly
average in this campaign will

exceed that earned in the third
Big Push. But, of course, ex-
penses have mounted consider-
ably since the third Overseas
Drive.

•

WASHINGTON is gaining on
all fronts. Never was en-

thusiasm greater at Sam Wheel-
er’s exchange. Where in past
years the Capitolians trailed the

other two Atlantic offices, Phila-
delphia and Washington, so far
in the Drive they have run far
ahead of that pair—and indica-

tions are that it is just a matter
of days before they will be com-

manding the National group.
The greatest Drive in history is

a foregone conclusion at Wash-
ington.

THE Cedar City, Utah, loca-

tion that was built for

“Drums Along the Mohawk,”
will serve many purposes for the

studio.. This week a second
company, led by Norman Fos-
ter, went there to film aerial

sequences for “20,000 Men a

Year.” Later some work on
“Brigham Young” is scheduled
for the location.

•

I
T WAS a grand week on sales

for Joe Scott’s Omahans. A
total of 24 deals were submitted.

Joe himself brought in two, Bob
Berke sold nine situations, Har-
old Ironfield eight and Gordon
Halloran five. Approval of this

batch of contracts will help the

Omahans get on the right path.

r

“20,000 Men a Yetir99 Three leads in one of

the more important re-

leases of the season that has just gone into production. Left
to right: Preston Foster, Margaret Lindsay and Robert Shaw.
Randolph Scott has the male lead. Mary Healy, Maxie Ros-
enbloom and George Ernest are others in the cast of this

timely production, the most important K-7 on Wurtzel’s list.

L

! 12 MORE SPECIALS WITH STRENGTH
OF "THE RAINS CAME" ON K-7 SLATE

That this company’s bombardment of box office records

has just got under way with the sensational openings enjoyed

by “The Rains Came” is made a foregone conclusion when

one takes into consideration that Darryl Zanuck will have

at least 12 more super specials of the attraction strength of

his picturization of Louis Bromfield’s best sellers—and four

of these will be in Technicolor.

And for the information of the sales organization here
* 1. L I I . .1 .. I rL ,

.

1

are the 12:

“Drums Along the Mo-
hawk” (t)

“Hollywood Cavalcade” (t)

“Swanee River” (t)

“Everything Happens at

Night”
Maeterlinck’s “The Blue

Bird” (t)

‘Shadows in the Snow”
“Little Old New York”
“Grapes of Wrath”
“Brigham Young”
“Johnny Apollo”
“Mark of Zorro”
“Lady Jane”

(t) In Technicolor.

OBSERVATIONS
I
T WAS an eventful and im-

mensely profitable week for

the Millers within our field or-

ganization. Dallas’ Zeke Miller

climbed to leadership on total

delivery among the Nationals’

salesmen. A1 Miller of Wash-
ington beat quota and is now
second among National adsales

managers, on the verge of

taking command.
•

WITHIN the next fortnight

there will be at least 10

branches whose accumulated
short subjects delivery for the

season will exceed quota. Six

of them are over their fixed

mark right now. They are:

Washington, Pittsburgh, Port-

land, Los Angeles, Philadelphia

and St. Louis. Atlanta, Denver,
Buffalo and Toronto should be
over within the next fortnight.

•

CENSORS are making it any-

thing but a routine task for

newsreel men in Europe to send
through material on the situa-

tion there. Some
sort of an ad-
justment is an-

ticipated within
the next week
or so. M o v e-

ments, particu-

larly insofar as

the British are
concerned, are
being carefully

guarded by the
authorities.

THE War in G - Blenderman

Europe e n -

a bled Continental branches to

obtain a little more than 54 per
cent of their division quota in

the first week of the Drive. Eng-
land got 60 per cent of quota.
Best showing was made by the

Scandinavian countries, with
Norway and Denmark going
over quota. Egypt and Latvia
also exceeded quota along with
Hungary, but hardest hit was
France, whose delivery was esti-

mated at 32 per cent of expec-
tancy. Germany, Poland and
Roumania blanked.

FILM DAILY next week is

issuing a carefully prepared
special edition entitled “The
Cavalcade of the Motion Picture
Industry” wherein the history
of every company is reviewed.
This will direct attention to

Zanuck’s first Technicolor spe-

c i a 1, “Hollywood Cavalcade,”
which will be given a trade

Week’s Thoughts
A cool head quickens the solution of any problem. The weak

get excited and mentally foggish and no one has to guess where
that lot ultimately lands.

Zanuck Week! By the time you receive this issue that BIG
week will have been started. Pour it all in that week! You’ve GOT
to at least get quota!
“Pack Up Your Troubles” is box office dynamite for REAL show-

men because it’s just what the theatregoing crowd today can enjoy
most.
No branch that has a single delinquent account can make any

boast pointing to the sale of this or that re-issue in such a situa-
tion. Re-issues are supposed to be “extra” revenue-producers and
do not excuse delinquencies.

Eighteen of Zanuck’s 24 K-7 specials are either finished or in

production. Ask any other producer of topnotch specials to show
you a record one-half as good as that! Don’t bother, you won't
find one.
Enthusiasm in showmanship as well as in distribution is the first

correct step toward success. A defeatist attitude is nothing more
or less than personal business suicide.

The chap who gets fighting mad but keeps a cool head when
things don’t go just the way he had planned them is the one who
is fighting his way to success. You can’t keep a fellow like that
down for long!

FIELD I

[SHOTS
|

BEST attended trade showing
of a picture shown by this

company in Chicago was that

given “The Rains Came” at the

Esquire theatre on Wednesday
morning. Exhibitor reaction was
reported by Manager Clyde W.
Eckhardt to be remarkably en-

thusiastic. Clyde concluded:

“This picture is destined to be

one of the greatest box office

hits in this territory. That is
; what exhibitors, who saw it, be-

lieve.”

Tj7

Jr tiful actresses assembled for

any one picture is the field view

showing at U. S. and Canadian
branches on Oct. 1 and 2.

•

I
F CONGRESS authorizes a

“cash-and-carry” neutrality it

will be more prosperous days
for many territories, according
to trade belief. New Haven
should particularly profit if such
steps are tfken, for Bridgeport,
Waterbury and other industrial

towns await only the Govern-
ment’s authorization to put
thousands of men to work.

•

X
N THE first month of the

Drive total bookings on re-

issues numbered
in excess of
7,000, according
to statistics
com piled for
New Dynamo.
“Jesse James,’
“Kentucky” and
“Ale x a n d e r’s

Ragtime Band,”
in that order,
were the most
extensively re-

booked. “Slave
S h i p,” a n d A1 Mendelsohn
“Road to Glory”
were next most frequently
played. •

CITIES where “The Grapes of

Wrath” ruled the best seller,

according to the New York
Herald-Tribune’s weekly poll of
book dealers, this week were
New York, Albany, Baltimore,
Boston, Buffalo, Burlington
(Vt.), Cedar Rapids, Chicago,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dayton,
Denver, Evansville (111.), Fort
Worth, Hollywood, Kansas City,

Los Angeles, Memphis, Milwau-
kee, Nashville, New Orleans,
Oakland (Cal.), Philadelphia,
Pittsburgh, Portland (Me.),
Portland (Ore.), Providence (R.
I.), Richmond (Va.) and 23
others.

of the feminine
for “Daytime
Wife,” which is

now before the

cameras. Get
this beauty pa-
rade: Linda
Darnell, Binnie
Barnes, W'endy
Barrie and Joan
Valerie. You
can’t beat this

for an ideal
combination of
beauty and tal-

ent.

•

cast lined up

Meyer Kahn

WAR IS HELL! But, So Are
Delinquencies.” That’s the

battle cry of Philadelphia’s
booking staff. The observation
is painted in red letters on blot-

ters that Head Booker Kelly has
circulated in the territory. One
presumes the red ink is used be-
cause a delinquency is a liability.

•

I
F ANY kind of an exploitation

effort is applied to “Pack Up
Your Troubles,” this Jane With-
ers riot should be an excellent
money-maker. There is nothing-
funny about war. But this mirth-
quake is just what the public can
best appreciate now. It’s one of
the most entertaining pictures
the Home Office staff has seen
in quite a while.

•

ONE has to admire the enter-

prise and initiative of our
bookers. They proved them-
selves well prepared. They
have gone out and puffed book-
ings for October to a level where
even now it is some 17 per cent
nationally wealthier in earning
potentiality than last year’s

same month.

MILWAUKEE’S Bookers
Kahn and Schultz are doing

a whopping job, for the volume
of playtime there for the Drive,

according to a

conserv a t i v e

estimate made
at the Chicago
meeting which
Jack Lorentz’s
crew attended
on Monday,
will be easily

around 12.5

per cent great-
er than that
obtained in the
1938 Big Push.
Incident ally,

Milwaukee is first in advance
rentals standings among the In-
ternationals.

NINE more employees this

week celebrated their 20
years’ employment with this

company. Insofar as this pub-
lication can ascertain there are
some 74 employees with this
company who have been with it

for more than 20 years.

•

GRACIE FIELDS’ “Shipyard
Sally” with Sidney Howard

will be domestically released on
Oct. 20. The negative of this

comedy arrived in New York
some time ago. It concerns the
trials and tribulations of a Brit-
i s h shipbuilding community.
Monty Banks directed it.

Gracie Fields
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“HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE"
GREAT HIT AT PREVIEW!
AUDIENCE CHEERS!
“TOPS IN EVERYTHING”
HOUSE MANAGER REPORTS

FIRST OF FOUITtECHNICOLOR
SPECIALS GETS AN OVATION

By HARRY BRAND
INGLEWOOD, CAL.—Hollywood came of age last

week in the opinion of a crowded house that assembled
for a sneak preview here of Zanuck’s crowning screen
achievement, “Hollywood Cavalcade.”
Following the terrific outburst of applause that evi-

denced its enthusiasm for the picture, the audience—

a

mixture of young and old—repaired to the lobby and
expressed its critical affirmation on the preview cards
expressly provided for that purpose.

Sneak preview audiences take this “card writing” responsibility
very seriously, and there was long deliberation on the part of these
invited critics in making out their reports. That, in itself, is a great
tribute to “Hollywood Cavalcade”; for unless the audience deems
the picture worthy, it gets scant thought from them, and the quality
of a picture can well be evalu-
ated from the thought the audi-
ence in the lobby gives to the
filling out of preview cards.

No picture produced by Zan-
uck in his wide span of record-
breaking successes has received
a finer preview reaction. Card
after card spoke in glowing
terms of the great comedy, the
tender heart-warming dramatic
scenes, the arresting story and
production.
But those cards also told an-

other story that will be a most
important factor in the univer-
sal success of the picture.

“Hollywood Cavalcade” tells a

story that is new to the younger
generation, and yet it has that
nostalgic magic of reviving
grand memories for the genera-
tion that can remember back to

the early days of filmdom’s
struggling infancy.
There were wild shrieks of

laughter—hysterical laughter

—

in the scenes where the “Key-
stone Kops” were speeding with
hair-raising abandon through the
streets, and there were wild
shrieks when the custard pies

hit Alice Faye in the face. That
was new to the younger genera-
tion, but it was no less impres-
sive to those who remembered
so well that period in silent

screen days.

World Premiere

On October 4

By Telegraph

j
LOS ANGELES—Defin- j

i ite date for the premiere
j

! here of Zanuck’s “Holly- e

| wood Cavalcade,” first of I

t four Technicolor specials
j

> for 1939-40 release, was set
j

I Friday. It will be held on
j

j

Oct. 4 at the Four-Star
j

• theatre, at a top of $11. i

I The entire proceeds will
J

j
be turned over to a film

|

i charity.

|
The territorial trade

|

j
showings of “Hollywood >

! Cavalcade” were set in !

|
every exchange city for I

J
either Oct. 1 or 2.

The showing in New '

| York City is scheduled for I

j
Ziegfeld theatre.

j

“Hollywood Cavalcade”
j

|
is scheduled for national j

j
release on Oct. 13. It is the

jj

j

first 1939-40 Technicolor ;

I special. The other three J

GREAT ACTING
But more important than the

hilarious comedy was the drama
of Don Ameche, as a producer
who struggles to fame, and Alice
Faye, as a star who helps him
to make screen history. Theirs
was a tender, heart touching
love story whose drama grows
ever more poignant as the pic-

ture unfolds.
The scenes between Don and

Alice rival those in “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band” which critics

and public hailed as the sublime
heights in screen perfection.
Both players are seen in the
best performances of their ca-

reers, running the gamut of

dramatic emotion in a story that
gives them their greatest oppor-
tunity to date.

The performances of J. Ed-
ward Bromberg, Alan Curtis,
Stuart Erwin, Eddie Collins,

Donald Meek, George Givot and
Moroni Olson are exceptional.
The silent sequences directed by
Mai St. Clair, with Buster Kea-
ton, Ben Turpin, Chester Conk-
lin, Jack Cooper and other stars
of the slapstick comedy days,
were a brilliant success. A1 Jol-

son’s re-enaction of his triumph
in “The Jazz Singer” drew
raves.

Irving Cummings, who di-

rected “Hollywood Cavalcade”

has reached a new peak in his

long and distinguished career.
Ernest Pascal has fashioned a
truly heart-warming story from
the adaptation which Hilary
Lynn and Brown Holmes made
from the Lou Breslow story idea.

The Technicolor values of the
photography add greatly to the
picture’s impressiveness. Harry
Joe Brown’s work as associate
producer was also impressively
reflected in the production.

NEXT WEEK’S
SCHEDULE

Meetings are scheduled for
every day next week, excepting
Saturday which is another Jew-
ish holiday.

Monday will find Drive Lead-
er Levy and Eastern Division
Manager in Cincinnati. Tues-
day will be spent in Cleveland,
Wednesday in Buffalo, Thursday
in Pittsburgh and Washington
and Friday in Philadelphia.
The Toronto and Montreal

staffs will attend the meeting at
Buffalo on Wednesday.
A week from Monday a meet-

ing is scheduled for Boston,
with St. John, New Haven and
Albany represented. The follow-
ing morning, a meeting will be
held at the New York exchange.

Preview Exhibitor’s Report
On “Hollywood Cavalcade”

Alice Faye

Don Ameche

i

General Manager of Distribution Herman Wobber this
week forwarded the branches a copy of the following report
made by James Brinton, manager of the United Artists
theatre, Inglewood, Cal., on the recent review there of Zan-
uck’s first all-TechnicoIor 1939-40 super special, “Hollywood
Cavalcade”:
“To say that this is one of the finest pictures ever pro-

duced would be a bad case of under-statement. Everything
and everybody who had anything to do with
its making should take a mental bow. For,
here is everything that a showman could de-
sire in a picture: uproarious comedy, hilarious
slapstick, tender romance and eye-filling
pathos. It is a made-to-order picture, made-
to-order for every moviegoer in the land.

“The performance by Don Ameche is the
finest thing he has ever done, and Alice Faye
follows him a close second. Every actor in

the picture is marvelous, and that’s just what
I mean.

“Darryl Zanuck can indeed be proud of this

achievement, for it is a pic-

ture (hat will live long in the
hearts of everyone who
sees it.

“It has the tragedy of ‘A Star is Born’ and
all the color. It has the Keystone Cops and
their hilarious antics. It has swell comedy,
enough to satisfy the most rabid comedy
fan. But, more important, it has a tender,
romantic story that will cause the women to

storm the doors of the theatre playing the

picture. In short, this picture has everything.
“Production mounting was outstanding as

was Irving Cummings’ direction. All tech-

nical departments are excellent. And the

performance of J. Edward Bromberg is in-

deed a treat to behold.

“This, gentlemen, is a picture that every showman in the

land will welcome with open arms, for it has what it takes.

“Audience reaction: overwhelming.”

“I AM A STRANGER”
PREVIEWED AT PASADENA

RICHARD GREENE AT BEST

By Airmail to New Dynamo

PASADENA, CAL.
— Stirring reaction
that stamps it as mass
entertainment of sur-

prise hit classification,

“Here I Am a Stran-

ger” unfolded to audi-

ence applause the other
night at a “sneak pre-

view” of the long-

awaited Zanuck spe-

cial.

The sensational modern
story of love and sacrifice

and college life in which
Richard Greene makes his

solo debut as a full-fledged

star and the new discovery,

Brenda Joyce, enjoys an
even greater personal tri-

umph than she did in “The
Rains Came,” alternately

kept a packed house at Pas-
adena’s United Artists the-

atre applauding and laugh-

ing.

Hundreds of opinion cards,

written in the lobby after the
preview and mailed to the stu-

dio, commended “Here I Am A
Stranger”.

By far the biggest role in

Greene’s career, the romantic
star rises to new heights in Ms
portrayal of the American-born
foster son of a wealthy Briton
who is dramatically reunited
with his own father when he

j

reaches manhood.

That Miss Joyce, whose de-

lineation of Fern Simon in “The
Rains Came” has swept this

newcomer to overnight fame, is

a great artist of unusual ver-
satility is attested anew by her
inspired enactment of the hoy-
denish, unconventional college

professor’s daughter with whom
Greene falls in love.

OTHER FACTS
“Here I Am A Stranger” also

is a personal triumph for Rich-
ard Dix, who plays with dash
and emotional restraint the
character of a brilliant news-
paperman and ex-football star
whose improvidence and weak-
ness for liquor costs him Ms
family, but whose comeback
later in life wins him the re-

spect of his divorced wife and
the love and companionship of
Ms son.

Other fine performances which
made a definite impression on
the previewers are given by
Roland Young, who provides
many laughs as the droll, ec-

centric professor; Gladys George,
in a mother role destined to be
one of the year’s finer screen
memories; glamorous Katharine
Aldridge, of “Elsa Maxwell’s
Hotel for Women” fame; Russell
Gleason, in a grand comedy
role; George Zucco, Edward
Norris and Henry Kolker.

Sharing honors of this box
office bet are Roy Del Ruth,
director; Harry Joe Brown, as-
sociate producer; Milton Sper-
ling' and Sam Heilman, who au-
thored the screen play based on
a story by Gordon Malherbe
Hillman; Mack Gordon and
Harry Revel, composers of “The

“RAINS”
GETS RAVES ON
COAST, TOO

Daily and Trade
Paper Critics

Praise It

Continued from Page 7

posing in every facet. With its

impressive production. It is im-
eminent marquee of stellar
names, it thus gives potent
promise of proving a big-money
attraction at the box office.

“Aiding vitally in the sum-
mation of money prospects is

the interest generated by the
Louis Bromfield novel and its

acquisition for the screen by
20th Century-Fox. Coupled with
this advance, is the promise of
exploitable assets, not the least
of which will be word-of-mouth
generated by one of the most
striking spectacles created for
the screen. This is the rain tor-
rent with its accompanying
dam-bursting floods and at-

tendant earthquakes.

“These catastrophies are tech-
nical achievements of superla-
tive fashioning, and they are so
artfully dovetailed into the pro-
duction that their identification
is graphic part and parcel of
the drama unfolding.

HEADLINE STUFF
“The scope and domineering

bigness of the production re-

flect vast credit on its producers,
Zanuck and Ms associate, Harry
Joe Brown. They have mounted
the picture superbly, giving it

richness of setting, sweep, pomp,
and architectural magnificence.

“Much of the conclusiveness
of the play hinges on the be-
lievableness of the rains and its

accompanying phenomena. These
are brilliantly executed in every
painstaking detail, and in their
devastating reign, never once
relinquish their hold on the au-
dience.”

In eight column banner line,

the Los Angeles Herald and
Express shouted: “The Rains
Came Is Deluge of Dramatic
Thrills.” Jimmy Starr in his re-

view exulted: “ ‘The Rains Came’
is powerful, spectacular, dra-
matically thrilling. ‘Zanuck’s
new production, a faithful adapt-
ation of Louis Bromfield’s best
selling and highly emotional
novel of India, contains all the
sure-fire elements to make it an
outstanding hit with even the
most jaded of audiences.

‘Deftly weaving Ms interest-

ing characters with an unusual
amount of ease and restraint,
Director Clarence Brown kept
his tempo at an intriguing pace
—an unsuspecting pace that
causes a distinct and direct
shock when the catastrophe
strikes.

‘While special effects experts
poured 33 million gallons of

water for rain, flood and earth-
quake sequences, Stars Myrna
Loy, Tyrone Power and George
Brent met the spectacular scenes
with an equally thrilling and
dramatic set of Mstrionics. Ty’s
work lifts Mm to even greater
dramatic heights.”

Stafford Song”; Arthur Miller,

director of photography; Rich-
ard Day and Rudolph Sternad,
art directors; Thomas Little, set

decorator; Louis Loeffler, film
editor; Royer, costumer; Arthur
von Kirbach and Roger Heman,
sound recorders, and Louis Sil-

vers, musical director.
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Carrying On At Two Overseas ^Fronts
77

Poland Not unt^ was absolutely impossible to operate did this personnel of the
Warsaw, Poland, office evacuate. To date there is no way of communicating

with any of these employees. Centre, front row, is District Supervisor G. Joffe, and to his left,

A. Jesiator, Poland sales manager. Most of these men volunteered for military service.

France Although 80 per cent of the French organization’s manpower was in uniform,
with many men already at the front, the Paris office drove on and, everything

considered, did a remarkable business in the first week of the Overseas Drive. Among those
pictured above are Managing Director W. B. Morgan and Sales Manager E. Balk.

Germany And here we have branch managers and bookers from Berlin, Vienna,
Frankfort and other offices in the new Germany. Like those in Poland,

no word had been heard from these workers up to the time of going to press.

ORIENT, LATIN AMERICA
LOOM FOREIGN’S BACKBONE
RESULT OF EUROPEAN WAR

JAPAN LEADS DEPARTMENT IN
EVERY REVENUE CALCULATION

Far East and Latin
America now loom the
backbone of the com-
pany insofar as Over-
seas business is con-
cerned.

The situation in Europe
has quite definitely brought
this about.
That both sections are concen-

trating on ways and means of
helping offset the drop in reve-
nue in the British Isles, France,
Germany and Poland is apparent
from what they did in the first

week of the Overseas Drive.
Furthermore, the Far East is

geared to cope with the situation,
with revenue in Dell Goodman’s
territory show-
ing the best in-

crease, fro m
any perspec-
t i v e, as re-
gards returns
from both any
other territory
in either the
Overseas or do-
mest i c m a r -

kets.

This is re-

markable, for
it must be re-

membered that
the “war” still

prevails in
China. Still,
that country exceeded quota.
But the wonder of wonders in the
first week’s Overseas Drive per-

formances came from Japan
where the quota was quadrupled,
thanks to “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band.”

In Latin America future pros-
pects for increased revenue are
looming brighter.

Japan, however, also leads the

Overseas department in the mat-
ter of accumulated 36 weeks’ de-

livery for 1939, being some 65
per cent over quota for that
period. Colombia is second and,
like Norway, also over quota.
Another surprise is furnished

by the fact that Spain, only re-

cently emerged from a civil war,

ranks fourth on revenue for the
first 36 weeks of this year.

FOR 36 WEEKS
Following is the standing of

all foreign countries on accumu-
lated delivery for the first 36
weeks of this

ber 9:

year as of Septem-

PI. Country in. Country
1 Japan 19 Denmark
2 Colombia 20 Poland
3 Norway 21 Peru
1 Spain 22 Puerto Rico
5 Jugoslavia 23 Germany
6 Trinidad 24 New Zealand
7 Sweden 25 Mexico
8 France 26 Latvia
9 Fed. M. Sts. 27 Australia
10 So. Africa 28 Portugal
11 Argentine 29 Hungary
12 China 30 Cuba
13 Egypt 31 D. E. Indies
14 Czechoslov. 32 Brazil
15 Holland 33 Finland
16 England 34 India
17 Panama 35 Chile
18 Philippine 36 Venezuela

COMPARISON
Japan in the first 36 weeks of

this year increased its accumu-
lated delivery for the same
period by some 60 per cent, ac-
cording to the figures just re-
vealed by Overseas Sales Direc-
tor Walter Hutchinson. Feder-
ated Malay States showed a
boost of 46 per cent, three per
cent more than Mexico effected.
Norway and Sweden both went
33 per cent above their 1938 busi-
ness for 36 weeks.

Following is the standing of
all foreign countries based on
percentage of increase in accu-
mulated total delivery for the
first 36 weeks of this year
against accumulated total deliv-
ery for the same
year (1938)

:

period of last

PI. Country PI. Country
1 Japan 19 China
2 Fed. M. Sts. 20 Latvia
3 Mexico 21 Puerto Rico
4 Norway 22 Portugal
5 Sweden 23 Finland
6 Colombia 24 Peru
7 France 25 Brazil
8 Chile 26 Panama
9 Jugoslavia 27 So. Africa

10 Philippine 28 Cuba
11 Trinidad 29 India
12 Spain 30 England
13 Germany 31 D. E. Indies
14 Denmark 32 Australia
15 Egypt 33 Hungary
16 Holland 34 New Zealand
17 Poland 35 Czechoslov.
18 Argentine 36 Venezuela

DRIVE NOTES— i

Continued from Page 5

showmen’s angle. In a post-

script, Charles added: “I would
suggest that you combine the
subjects, ‘Submarine Patrol’ and
‘Lancer Spy.’ Prints are avail-

able immediately. So, rush in

your dates.” And they have!
•

S
AM LICHTER leads the Cleve-

land salesmen’s Drive con-

test with Eddie Bergman second
and Ted Scheinberg third. Min
Massing leads the office em-
ployee’s race, with Frank Hunt
and Tom Alley second and third,

respectively.
•

ON bookings in New Haven,
among the office employees,

Miss Doohan is first and Miss
Tendler second.

•

A REPRESENTATIVE group
of exhibitors from every zone

will be on hand at the Washing-
ton Drive meeting. Here’s an
office that is going to be hard
to beat in the Nationals’ race.

•
“/YUR day is coming!” That
v/ is the way Kansas City

Drive Leader Gus Kubitzki put
it in a letter to this office. He
also writes: “You know, there

can be only a limited number of

hurdles for us to clear, but one
of these days we will reach the
open field and then watch us

go.” Okay, Gus, everybody’s
watching.

•

BILL GEHRING again socked
his hearers with an enthusi-

astic talk at the Drive meetings
held at his Central branches.
The ex-Drive leader never was
in better form, reported Harvey
Day and the branch managers.

•

AFTER several postponements
"Stanley and Livingstone”

finally opened in Montreal and
now. Manager English points
out, the way has been paved for
his exchange to make its pres-
ence more solidly felt.

•

THE Gold team is leading the
Minneapolis race, with a

margin of 13 points over the
Maroon combination, reports
Harold Lundquist who is doing
a fine job leading the local con-
test, reports Manager Podoloff.

•
EN REINGOLD’s St. Louis-
ans are ambitious. They

want the world to know they
are out to get one of the top
prizes in every Drive competi-
tion.

•

CARROW leads the Detroit
race, with Eddie Westcott

second, Keilor third and Local
Drive Leader A. D. Knapp
fourth.



POPULAR ABROAD, TOO
Overseas Sales Director W. -J. Hutchinson, during his recent

trip to the Coast with Mr. Wobber, met Mary Healy.

BEATTIES SEEKING A CAREER
Here are some of the young ladies waiting their turn to be

called by the judges for selection of a girl for a screen test.

|

Lucky Girl
j

|

Wins Screen
j

|

Test At Fair
j

THE WINNER
This is the charming New

York girl who was chosen for
a screen test among a field of
some 300 candidates from the
metropolitan area.

BRITISH PRODUCER ON COAST
British Executive Producer Robert T. Kane, and Mrs. Kane,

were snapped by the New Dynamo cameraman when they arrived
at the Los Angeles airport late last week.

“RAINS CAME” AUTHOR IS DINED
Eastern Division Manager William Sussman, District Manager

G. A. Roberts, Branch Managers I. J. Schmertz of Cleveland and
Sydney Samson of Buffalo and Salesmen Sam Lichter and Ed
Bergman were among those who attended the dinner given to

Louis Bromfield on the occasion of the premiere at the dinner
at Mansfield, O., of Zanuck’s picturization of his best seller, “The
Rains Came” which exceeded the grosses of “Alexander’s Ragtime
Band” and “Jesse James.” Mr. Bromfield is at head table, fourth
from left, lighting a cigarette.

SCOUTS AND PUBLICITY AGENTS
Left to right: Rodney Bush, talent scouts Charles Goetz and

Joseph Holton, Earl Wingart and Lon Davidson.

KANSAS CITY READY TO DIG INTO QUOTA
Kansas City Branch Manager George W. Fuller (standing, fifth from left) forwards the infor-

mation to New Dynamo that with “The Rains Came” off to a flying start at the Esquire and
Uptown theatres in that city, his branch will begin to pound quota. He is more confident than
ever that when the 18-week’s total is compiled he will have beaten its Drive quota. The above
Kansas City personnel picture was snapped on the occasion of first meeting of this year’s Drive.

Printed in U. S. A.
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PRODUCTION IS
NOWAT ITS PEAK
Four Are Sent

Into Work

MOVIETONE CITY—Produc-
tion is at peak at the studio.

Four more important 1939-40
specials were sent before the
cameras over the week-end.
They are: Maeterlinck’s “The
Blue Bird,” “Daytime Wife,”
“Everything Happens at Night”
and “The Adventurer.” By the
latter part of the week, “The
City” and “The Man Who
Wouldn’t Talk” were scheduled
to be started. This would boost
the total of pictures “shooting”
to nine. And on Monday an-
other Zanuck special, “Little Old
New York,” was to be started.
Jane Withers’ “High School,”
her third for this season, and
“The Simple Life” were com-

Continued on Page 2A

Action Romance
Sol Wurtzel’s most important

1939-40 special, “20,000 Men A
Year,” is about to enter its

third week of “shooting.” Above
are three of the principals, Ran-
dolph Scott, Margaret Lindsay
and George Ernest. Alfred
Green is directing this timely
romantic picture which has
for its background the aviation

classes on several American
colleges where the Government
is putting thousands of young
students through training for

future service in the nation’s
aviation corps. Scott plays a
former famous flier placed in

charge of this training. Mary
Healy, Robert Shaw, Maxie Ro-
senbloom and many others are
in the cast of this special which
has been in preparation for
more than a year. It is by no
means an aviation story, deal-

ing largely with the drama of
conflicting personalities.

“Swanee River”
This scene depicts the first

meeting of Stephen Foster, as
played by Don Ameche, and the
famous minstrel man, Christie,
as portrayed by A1 Jolson. This
Technicolor dramatization of
the eventful career of the writer
of America’s best loved melo-
dies is now rounding up its

first month of production. Sid-
ney Lanfield is directing. An-
drea Leeds has the romantic
feminine lead. Both Jolson and
Ameche sing some of the seven
Stephen Foster songs heard in

“Swanee River.”

Youth Dominates “High School”
Youth, indeed, has its fling in Jane Withers’ third starring

vehicle for 1939-40 release, “High School,” which was completed
last week. Jane, at right, is pictured with some of her chums.

Maeterlinck’s “The Blue Bird”
Here is the first picture from one of Zanuck’s most important

Technicolor specials, “The Blue Bird,” that Walter Lang is di-
recting. In this forest scene little Shirley is seen with Johnny
Russell who plays her brother in this beautiful story. “The Blue
Bird” is one of four Technicolor K-7 specials. The others are
“Hollywood Cavalcade,!’ “Drums Along the Mohawk” and “Swanee
River.”

“The Simple Life” Pays Well
Prduction on this domestic comedy of young newlyweds living

beyond their means was completed this week. The pensive young
lady is Marjorie Weaver who is co-featured with Stuart Erwin.

Linda Darnell Waits and Waits
Here is an early scene from “Daytime Wife” which co-stars

Tyrone Power and Linda Darnell (above). Binnie Barnes, Wendy
Barrie and Joan Davis also are in the cast.

Negatives Of Four British-Made Specials AtHome Office
Story on Page 2A
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He Made Stephen Foster Famous

Here is A1 Jolson, as Christie, the famous minstrel man of

the last century, introducing the first song written by Stephen
Foster, who is played by Don Ameche in “Swanee River,” now
rounding out its first month of production. It was this minstrel
man’s rendition and showmanship that endeared the Foster
songs to all Americans.

COWBOY “FIND” GETS HIS FIRST

ASSIGNMENT IN “THE ADVENTURER”

MOVIETONE CITY—George Montgomery, the Montana
cowboy whom Zanuck believes is a “find,” was given his first

important assignment this week. He will play the romantic
lead opposite Marjorie Weaver in “The Adventurer” which is

the first of the new Cisco Kid series. Production on “The
Adventurer” started this week. Montgomery has been attract-

ing much attention here since Zanuck signed him to a long-
term contract several weeks ago.

“GRAPES OF WRATH” CASTING

PROGRESSES AT TOP SPEED!

SHOOTING ON

K-7 RELEASES

NOW AT PEAK
Continued from Page 1A
pleted by last week-end. Five
of those now “shooting” are
Zanuck productions, with two
being made in Technicolor.

•

NO OTHER studio is more
active. All Technicolor spe-

cials—of which there will be
four this season — have either
been completed or are in work.
The first, “Hollywood Caval-
cade” with Don Ameche, Alice
Faye, J. Edward Bromberg, Alan
Curtis and others, and “Drums
Along the Mohawk” with Claud-
ette Colbert and Henry Fonda,
have been finished. In work are
“Swanee River” with Don
Ameche, Andrea Leeds and A1
Jolson, and Maeterlinck’s “The
Blue Bird” with Shirley Temple,
Nancy Kelly, Gale Sondergaard,
Laura Hope Crews, Spring By-
ington, Johnny Russell and
others. “Here I Am a Stranger”
was shipped to New York early
this week.

•

J
ANE WITHERS has set a

record in completing three of
her four starring vehicles for

(his season in

some five
months.
‘‘Chicken
Wagon Fam-
ily ” i s n o w
showing.
‘‘Pack Up
Your Trou-
bles” with the
Ritz Brothers
was hailed
Jane’s greatest
picture when
screened at the
Home Office

this week, ac-

cording to wires from there.

And last week “High School”

was completed. Within the next
month, Jane’s fourth release,

tentatively titled “Jubilo,” in

which she will co-star with Gene
Autry, the singing cowboy, will

be started.

•

THE untitled Warner Baxter

special is being readied for

the cameras and is expected to

be started some time in early

October. At the time that is

in work, Zanuck also plans to

have several other special start-

ed. “The Blue Bird” and
“Everything Happens at Night”
have a schedule that will take
them into October as has “Lit-

tle Old New York” with Alice

Faye, Richard Greene, Fred
MacMurray and others. Mean-
time, “The Grapes of Wrath,”
with Henry Fonda starred, also

will have been started. Right
after she has finished “The Blue
Bird,” Shirley Temple will start

“Lady Jane.” Sonja Henie will

start S. S. Van Dine’s “Shadows
in the Snow” right after she has
finished “Everything Happens
at Night” in which Ray Milland
plays the male romantic lead
opposite her.

•

ZANUCK is also currently

making preparations to start
production on “Brigham Young.”
This special will be tackled
either late in October or early
in November. The production
chief, meantime, is also having
screen tests made of feminine
singing stars to co-star with
Alice Faye in Irving Berlin’s

“Say It With Music.” Grace
Moore is among those considered
for the role of torch-singing
Alice Faye’s sister who becomes
an international opera star. By
the latter part of October,
Zanuck also expects to be ready
to start “Johnny Apollo” in

which Tyrone Power and Ed-
ward Arnold have already been
cast. Power also will be starred
in another production, making a
total of four with him for K-7
release.

MOVIETONE CITY—All is in

readiness to start shooting
on Zanuck’s picturization of

John Steinbeck’s current best

seller, “The Grapes Of Wrath.”
This week the production chief

signed Dorris Bowdon to play
the part of Rosaharn in this

production that John Ford will

direct, with Henry Fonda star-

red. Miss Bowdon recently com-
pleted a featured role in the
Technicolor special, “Drums
Along The Mohawk” that Ford
also directed and in which Fonda
is co-starred with Claudette
Colbert.

•

MISS BOWDON is looming as

one of the most promising
young actresses on the lot. Za-
nuck is very pleased with the
performance she gave in “Drums
Along The Mohawk.!’ So was
Director Ford. In fact, the
two were so satisfied with that
portrayal that they rewarded
her with the important role in

“The Grapes Of Wrath,” which
is one of this company’s out-

standing ventures for this sea-

son. Production will start a
week from Monday. Fonda is

due back here from his vacation
in the East, this week-end.

•

FRANK JAMES became a re-

soeetable citizen, following
his brother’s death. In fact,

his career as a respectable citi-

zen is as interesting a story as

has been brought to the atten-

tion of the studio. No easy
time did Frank James have of

acouiring the respect of his fel-

lowmen after his widely her-

alded escapades with his brother.

The studio is considering this

title: “The Return Of Frank
James.”

ANOTHER important future
assignment has been given

Henry Fonda, the studio an-
nounced this week. He will

play Frank James in an un-
titled sequel to “Jesse James,”
dealing with the future adven-
tures of that outlaw’s brother
who reformed. Kansas City
Branch Manager George W.
Fuller first suggested to the
studio the production of this

stroy, following many such sug-
gestions the film man received
from exhibitors and others in

his territory.

EDDIE QUILLAN has been
given the part of Rosaharn’s

husband in “The Grapes Of
Wrath.” By the end of this

week Zanuck had hoped to com-
plete the cast. Last week he
assigned Jane Darwell the part
of Ma Joad. This will be the
second time that Miss Darwell
will have plaved screen mother
to Fonda. The first occasion
was in “Jesse James.”

•

OTTO BROWER and his crew
are expected back from

Oklahoma late this week. They
went there to film background
material for “The Grapes Of
Wrath.” The latter will be the
third best seller that this stu-
dio will have sent before the
cameras in less than seven
months. The other two are
“The Rains Came,” now re-

leased. and the Technicolor spe-
cial, “Drums Along The Mo-
hawk.”

i !

. Virginia Field

in "Adventurer"

MOVIETONE CITY — j

I Virginia Field was this
j

|
week signed to play the !

|
role of the dance-hall girl |

I in “The Adventurer,” the
j

|
first of the new Cisco Kid =

series, starring Cesar Ro- I

|
mero in the title role. She

j

|
takes the place of Binnie -

j

Barnes because the latter
\

J will be busy working the S

|
Tyrone Power-Linda Dar-

j

j

nell sophisticated comedy \

! farce, “Daytime Wife,”
|

I which is before the cam- i

I eras at the same time. !

! Robert Barrat also was
j

I added to the cast. Miss
j

j
Field will be recalled as ?

|
the barmaid in “Lloyds of |

1 London” in which Tyrone
|

2
Power made his first sen-

j
= sational hit.

fWrTritish
PIX DELIVERED

Movietone city—

a

s Dar-
ryl Zanuck announced to

readers of this publication two
weeks ago the war in Europe
will not alter the 1939-40 pro-
gram he announced last Spring.
In fact, the original total of 52
pictures will be released, 24 to

be made by him, 24 to be pro-
duced by Wurtzel and four
from the British producing or-

ganization. And this week, af-

ter a conference with Executive
British Producer Robert T.
Kane, here, Mr. Zanuck an-
nounced that a total of six

specials had been completed by
this company’s London studios.

Negatives of these productions
are in New York. However,
only the scheduled four will be
released.

•

THE first of the four 1939-40

International specials. “Gra-
de Fields’ “Shipyard Sally” has
been completed and screened at
the Home Office in New York.
This will be available for do-
mestic release on Oct. 20. ac-
cording to a decision reached at
a conference the production
chief had with General Man-
ager of Distribution Herman
Wobber last Friday. Thereaf-
ter, one British-made special,

with an international cast in

each one, will be released every
three months.

•

THE second British-made spe-
cial to be released in the

United States and Canada will
he ‘Inspector Hornleigh On
Holiday.” This is the second
of the Inspector Hornleigh
(Scotland Yard) detective ser-

ies this company will have re-

leased. The first was domes-
tically released late last year.
“Inspector Hornleigh On Holi-
day,” which co-stars Gordon
Harker, in the title role, and
Alastair Sim, will be released
late in January.

•

THE third International re-

lease will be ‘Where’s That
Fire” or “So This Is London.”
The latter is a new version of
the George M. Cohan comedy
that was made with Will Rog-
ers by this company some eight
years ago. In the new version,
Berton Churchill, the American
star, plays the role of the Amer-
ican “Babbitt” who takes Lon-
don” bv storm.” The third re-
lease will be available in early
April.

•

MR. KANE arrived here from
New York last week. He

will be here for some time. Za-
nuck announced this week that
as long as the war lasts this
company will not attempt to
make anv pictures in England.
The studios were closed by the
British Government at the out-
set of war.

MORE “NAMES"

ARE ADDED TO

“WIFE” CAST!

MOVIETONE CITY—Produc-
tion has got under way on

“Daytime Wife,” on the sophis-
ticated domestic farce comedy.
Gregory Ratoff, who made “Wife,
Husband and Friend” and “Elsa
Maxwell’s Hotel for Women” is

directing. This is the second of
four 1939-40 vehicles starring
Tyrone Power. The first “The
Rains Came” is now being na-
tionally shown. “Daytime Wife”
follows. Then comes “Johnny
Apollo” and an untitled special.

•

I
^HE box office possibilities of

“Daytime Wife” were further
emphasffized this week when Za-
nuck signed Wendy Barrie for a
leading role. Linda Darnell, who
clicked so triumphantly in “Hotel
for Women” plays opposite y-
rone Power. Featured in this

comedy are Binnie Barnes, War-
William, Joan Davis and Joan
Valerie. The screen play is by
Art Arthur and Robert Hahari.

•

THE cast for “20,000 Men A
Year,” now in production, is

one of the largest assembled at
this studio from the standpoint
of principals. Two romances are
revealed. They involve Ran-
dolph Scott and Margaret Liv-
ingstone, and Mary Healy and
Robert Shaw. Others featured in

the cast include Preston Foster,
George Ernest, Paul Stanton,
Jack Gargan, Maxie Rosenbloom,
Russell Heustos, Leila McIntyre,
Howard Hickman, Holmes Her-
bert, Ernie Alexander, Stanley
Mack, Grace Goodal, Sen Yung,
the Brewster Twins, Esther
Brodelet and Lucille Miller.

•

EVERY indication, studio at-

taches believe, points to

Sonja Henie’s first vehicle for
this season, “Everything Hap-
pens At Night,” being one of her
most popular attractions. It will

be a different Sonja who will be
starred in this special which has
been in preparation for nine
months. Production is well un-
der way. Ray Milland, borrowed
from Paramount, plays opposite
Miss Henie.

•

HENRY KING is ready to try

to beat his 1938-39 record
when he tackles “Little Old New
York” next week. It will be his

second vehicle for this season’s
release. His first was “Stanley
and Livingstone.” Last season
the two outstanding grossers,
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” and
“Jesse James” were directed by
this hit-director.

•

THE Man Who Wouldn’t
Talk” with Lloyd Nolan in

the name cast, is now before the
cameras, with Jean Rogers, and
Onslow Stevens featured. David
Barton is the director. This is

another of Wurtzel’s specials.

The Executive producer also has
in work, “The City,” which Ri-
cardo Cortez is megaphoning.

•
“IJIHE Adventurer,” the first of
A the Cisco Kid series, with

Cesar Romero playing the title

role, has been started by Herbert
I. Leeds. Marjorie Weaver,
George Montgomery, Virginia
Fields and others are in the cast.

John Beach was also added to
the cast this week. Eric Blore
had been given an important
part in “The City.”

•

NEXT month Wurtzel plans to

place before the cameras the
third of the Charlie Chan series

and the third Jones Family. The
second attractions in the two
groups are now in the cutting
rooms, being readied for preview
within the next three weeks,
along with “Heaven With a

Barbed Wire Fence.”
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THE LATEST SURVEY 0F 1939 40 LINEUP
'c

As of Sept. 15
:

SWANEE RIVER—A Technicolor super special drama-
tizing the romance of the greatest writer of American
popular melodies, Stephen Foster, the story of a man
whose songs had on the re-making of a nation. A
man torn between two loves. Consolidated in this

drama is the colorful career of the first minstrel,
E. P. Christie, the Barnum of his day, the man who
started Foster on his road to fame. In the telling of
the story some of the best known Foster melodies are
sung by Don Ameche, the famous Hall Johnson choir
and A1 Jolson the numbers including “Oh Suzannah,”
“My Old Kentucky Home,” “Swanee River,” “Old
Black Joe” and others. Don Ameche portrays Foster.
A1 Jolson is the minstrel man. Andrea Leeds has the
romantic lead. Others in the cast include Chick Chan-
dler, George Reed, Richard Clarke, Leona Roberts,
Milburn Stone, Charles Trowbridge and George Mee-
ker. Sidney Lanfield is directing. A Zanuck super
special. In production.

DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK—A Technicolor super
special. Based on the best selling novel by Walter D.
Edmonds, with screenplay by Lamar Trotti and Sonya
Levien. A stirring, action spectacle of the white
colonists’ fight for liberty, for the right to live in

a new land they seek to develop into a new nation,
incorporating the love of two young people who found
happiness under circumstances when their lives were
constantly in danger. One of the greatest American
stories ever written, of liberty-loving whites fighting
against their own and being subjected to torture from
Indians, laid in the Revolutionary War period. This
production was almost three years in preparation and
production. Co-starring Claudette Colbert and Henry
Fonda and featuring Edna May Oliver, John Carra-
dine, Dorris Bowdon, Jessie Ralph, Arthur Shields,
Robert Lowery and Roger Imhof, with hundreds of
others. Directed by John Ford. A Zanuck super spe-
cial. Now cutting.

HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE—A Technicolor super
special. A romantic story of the ever-changing Holly-
wood, of the dramatic development of motion pic-

tures over a period of 20 years from the days of Mack
Sennett’s bathing beauties and Keystone Cops to

today. One of the most glamorous stories inspired by
the amusement industry, revealing the trials and
tribulations of a man and woman who rise from an
inconspicuous place in the scheme of life to fabulous
feme and fortune, the personal conquest of two people
who truly bring the world to their feet. Don Ameche
plays a “shoe-string” pioneer, who revolutionizes
motion pictures and brings to world fame an unknown
understudy from the Broadway stage, a role played
by Alice Faye. Others in the cast including J. Edward
Bromberg, Alan Curtis, Stuart Erwin, Jed Prouty,
Buster Keaton, Donald Meek, George Givot, Eddie
Collins, Ben Turpin, Hank Mann, Heinie Conklin,
James Finlayson, Chick Chandler, Robert Lowery,
Mary Forbes, Chester Conklin, Marjorie Beebe, Rin
Tin Tin, Jr., and others. Based on a story by Hilary
Lynn and Brown Holmes, with screenplay by Ernest
Pascal. Based on an original idea by Lou Breslow.
Directed by Irving Cummings. A Zanuck super spe-
cial. Now in cutting and will be given $11 preview at
Four-Star theatre in Los Angeles Oct. 4.

THE GRAPES OF WRATH—The most sensational
best-selling novel of this century, by John Steinbeck.
Still leading the world in sales among popular novels.
A sensational expose of a condition that threatens to
affect the people of an entire nation. The most start-

ling emigration in the history of American economics.
One of the most important undertakings of this indus-
try and the most important special on the 1939-40
lineup from point of public interest. Henry Fonda was
this week given the male lead. Others in the cast are
Dorris Bowdon, Eddie Quillan, Jane Darwell and
others to be announced. The story concerns a
people, impoverished by dust storms and economic
upheavals, roaming the West in search of a place they
can start life all over again, where they can make a
home, only to find themselves unwanted in a land they
had believed truly opened its hearts to their own
refugees, a stirring dramatization of a vital problem
that this nation must solve. What “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin” was in its days “The Grapes of Wrath” is to

America today. Author Steinbeck has approved
Nunnally Johnson’s screenplay. John Ford will direct.

A Zanuck super special. Production starts Sept. 25.

LITTLE OLD NEW YORK—Based on the famous play
of Rita Johnson Young. Not a re-make of the silent

picture story, but an up-to-date, entirely new drama-
tization of the greatest city in the world during its

days of infancy, of its first development. Story is

developed around the romantic and turbulent days of
Robert Fulton when a mocking world was startled by
his invention of the steamboat. A colorful drama of
New York’s most colorful days, when Broadway, Park
Avenue were in the making. Co-starring Richard
Greene as Robert Fulton, Alice Faye as the inn-
keeper’s daughter, and Fred MacMurray as the young
shipbuilder. Brenda Joyce, who is scoring a personal
triumph with her performance in “The Rains Came,”
and Henry Stephenson also are in the cast. Henry
King, who megaphoned “In Old Chicago,” “Alexan-
der’s Ragtime Band,” “Jesse James,” “Stanley and
Livingstone” and other smash-hits, will direct. Pro-
duction starts Sept. 18. A Zanuck super special.

ZANUCK K-7 SPECIALS
As of Sept. 15

Swaneee River (t)

Little Old New York

Hollywood Cavalcade (t)

Drums Along the Mohawk (t)

The Rains Came
The Crapes of Wrath

Maeterlinck’s The Blue Bird

(T)

Mark of Zorro
Brigham Young

Everything Happens At Night

(s)

Shadows in the Snow (s)

Stanley and Livingstone

Irving Berlin’s Say It With

Music

Daytime Wife

Johnny Apollo

Postman Walks Alone

Dance with the Devil

Lady Jane (T)

Here I Am a Stranger

Untitled Warner Baxter Special

Elsa Maxwell’s Hotel for Women
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

He Married His Wife

White Lady of the Orient

Notes: (t) Technicolor. (T) Shirley Temple, (s) Sonja Henie. 5

THE RAINS CAME—The sensational triumph of the
day. Just opened to smash SRO business at the Roxy
theatre in New York. A classic picturization of
another best seller in its day, written by Louis Brom-
field. Superlatively praised by New York critics as
a picture eclipsing in thrills and spectacles such hits
as “San Francisco,” “In Old Chicago,” “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band” and “Stanley and Livingstone,” giv-
ing this company a new star in Brenda Joyce. Every
critic in New York predicted that it will do sensational
box office business and referred to the applause that
greeted every showing at the Roxy on Friday. One
of this company’s costliest productions. Co-starring
Tyrone Power, Myrna Loy and George Brent, with
Maria Ouspenskaya, Nigel Bruce, Mary Nash, Jane
Darwell, Joseph Schildkraut, Marjorie Rambeau,
Henry Travers, H. B. Warner and thousands of others.
Directed by Clarence Brown. A Zanuck super special.
Exceeded “Jesse James” grosses in its first week
in New York and now repeating that box office per-
formance in Seattle, Philadelphia, Kansas City and
other key cities.

MARK OF ZORRO—A Darryl Zanuck production.
With Tyrone Power in the title role. The greatest
romantic legend of early California will be brought
back to the screen in all its picturesque glory. It’s

a battle of proud aristocracy against helpless labor,
with but one man with courage enough to denounce
the wave of greed surging through the aristocracy
from which he sprang. Tyrone Power will head an
all-star cast. One was the bandit crusading against
railroads in the West; the other, the Mexican fight-
ing for freedom against wealthy landowners.

STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE—The outstanding box
office hit so far this 1939-40 season. Has played four-

weeks in seven big cities and three-week engagements
in 47 other spots. A holdover in most situations. Has
time and again exceeded the earnings of “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band” and “Jesse James,” with some
branches already reporting repeat runs later. Unques-
tionably Spencer Tracy’s best picture and outgrossing
nationally his famous “Boy’s Town.” A drama from
real life of a man branded a fraud by a mankind for
which he sacrificed his all. Story outline and histori-
cal research by Hal Long and Sam Heilman, with
screenplay by Philip Dunne and Julien Josephson.
Cast headed by Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nancy
Kelly, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Charles Coburn, Henry

WURTZEL K-7 PICTURES
I

r
As of Sept 1

5

SERIES

J

JANE WITHERS (4)

1

—

Chicken Wagon Family

2

—

Pack Up Your Troubles

3

—

High School

4

—

Jubilo, with Gene Autry

CISCO KID (3)

1

—

The Adventurer

2

—

Untitled

3—Untitled

CHARLIE CHAN (4)

1

—

At Treasure Island

2

—

City of Darkness

3

—

In Panama

4

—

On Orient Express

JONES FAMILY (4)

1

—

Quick Millions

2

—

Too Busy to Work
3

—

Untitled

4

—

Untitled

Year

The Man Who Wouldn’t Talk

Peter B. Kyne story

James Oliver Curwood story

Heaven with a Barbed Wire

Fence

Stop, Look and Love

The Escape

The Simple Life

The City

20,000 Men

Hull and Henry Travers. Jungle sequences filmed in
Africa by Otto Brower. Production directed by Henry
King. A Zanuck special. Now showing.

THE BLUE BIRD—Technicolor super special. Maeter-
linck’s great story. This company paid $100,000 for
the rights to this story. One of the most beautiful
fantasies ever to be transferred to the screen, with
Maeterlinck personally enthusing over the screen
play, which Ernest Pascal has written. Being pro-
duced on a lavish scale and unquestionably the most
important vehicle in which Shirley Temple has
appeared to date. So far the cast includes Shirley
Temple, Nancy Kelly, Sybil Jason, Gale Sondergaard,
Nigel Bruce, Johnny Russell, Eddie Collins, Spring
Byington, Laura Hope Crews, Cecelia Loftus, A1
Shean, Jessie Ralph and Leona Roberts. Walter Lang
directing. A Zanuck super special. In production.

BRIGHAM YOUNG—Based on a story, “Children of
God” by Vardis Fisher, which won the Harper prize
for its author. Louis Bromfield, author of “The Rains
Came,” has written the screenplay which has been
approved by the Mormon Church of Utah which has
cooperated with the studio in the preparation of this
sensational story of Brigham Young. The story begins
in Liberty, 111., about the middle of the last century
and follows the extraordinary life of this most
extraordinary American who re-built an important
part of a new nation. Throughout it runs a dramatic
story of two people. Cast is now being selected. It

is one of the company’s major 1939-40 productions.
Shooting will start in October. No director has yet
been selected. A Zanuck super special.

DAY-TIME WIFE—A domestic farce comedy of a wife
who believes in fighting the eternal triangle with fire.

Formerly referred to as “Part-Time Wife” and “A
Deal in Hearts.” Originally this gay comedy was pro-
duced as a successful play in London. It is the story
of an ordinary, every-day wife very much in love and
jealous of her handsome husband. One of the craziest
and, at the same time, funniest triangles Zanuck has
put together for a special. Co-starring Tyrone Power,
and Linda Darnell, with Binnie Barnes, Wendy Barrie,
Warren William, Joan Davis and Joan Valerie. Greg-
ory Ratoff, who megaphoned “Hotel for Women,” and
“Husband, Wife and Friend,” is directing this breezy
comedy. A Zanuck special. In production.

EVERYTHING HAPPENS AT NIGHT—A tailor-made
story of the daughter of a political refugee sought by
his enemies, giving Sonja Henie a role entirely dif-

ferent from any she has played to date. This highly
dramatic story provides her with delightful comedy
and emotional situations that will exalt her popular-
ity. A story as new as the front page of tomorrow’s
newspaper, packed with gaiety, intrigue, skating car-
nivals, romance and suspense. Opposite Sonja Henie
is Ray Milland, borrowed from Paramount. Irving
Cummings is directing. A Zanuck special. In pro-
duction.

SHADOWS IN THE SNOW—This story will be the
most complete change of pace Sonja Henie ever had.
She will share the stage with S. S. Van Dine’s famous
detective, Philo Vance, in the solution of an exciting
and unusual murder mystery. This story will be
serialized—then issued in novel form before our
picture is released. In his masterly way, the late
Van Dine tied the skating triumph into the romance
and the solution of the mystery.

SAY IT WITH MUSIC—An Irving Berlin Musical. Built
on a similar, but larger scale than “Alexander’s Rag-
time Band.” Just as in Alexander’s Ragtime Band,”
this has a well-connected story, with romance running
through it. Among the Berlin song hits to be heard
will be “Always,” “Russian Lullaby,” “My Wife’s
Gone to the Country,” “At the Devil’s Ball,” “As
Deep as the Ocean,” “My Sweetie,” “Call Me Up
Some Rainy Afternoon,” “When I Lost You,” “When
I Leave the World Behind,” “Mandy,” “You’d Be
Surprised,” “All By Myself,” “Lady of the Evening,”
“The Song Is Ended,” “Putting on the Ritz,” “Say
It Isn’t So” and “Because I Love You.” It will have
an all-star cast, headed by Alice Faye.

HERE I AM A STRANGER—A powerful Satur-
day Evening Post story that ranks with Deeping’s
immortal “Sorrel and Son.” It is the story of a son
rejuvenating his father against the wishes of his
mother and step-father— and it is a great, powerful,
dramatic story of the love between father and son.
Will star Richard Greene, Brenda Joyce, Roland
Young, Richard Dix, Gladys George, Kay Aldridge,
John Arledge and others. William A. Seiter is the
director. Negative in New York Sept. 16.

LADY JANE—Shirley Temple’s second of her two pro-
ductions for 1939-40 release. It is based on the classic

written by Mrs. C. V. Jamison. It has been in the
best seller class—not for a few years, but for nearly
half a century. It has only recently gone -into its

36th printing. In many schools it is obligatory read-
ing. It is unique as a Temple story; unique because it

is a mystery story. It’s a story of New Orleans
peopled with Creoles and French and graceful and
charming human relics of by-gone days. It has its

climax in the celebrated Mardi Gras. The picture

Continued on Page 6A
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gives Shirley every possibility of showing to the very
best advantage—and, as previously advised, never
again will you see Shirley Temple in anything but
the highest budgeted pictures. Walter Lang will

direct “Lady Jane.” Brenda Joyce will be in the cast.

Production starts in November.

JOHNNY APOLLO—By Roland Brown, the author of

“Angels with Dirty Faces,” and A. M. Engle. A
strong story of crime and the underworld—of a rich

father at the head of a vast financial enterprise that
survives the panic of 1929, but becomes weakened due
to the strain of the crisis. It has a powerful climax

—

wherein a man again fits himself to take his place as
an honorable citizen. It has romance and is one of the

strongest plays in which Tyrone Power will have ap-
peared. Nancy Kelly and Edward Arnold will co-star.

Will be made later in season with Irving Cummings
scheduled to direct. Production starts in October.

r

j

r

SUMMARY OF K-7 PROGRAM
j

As of Sept. 1 5

FEATURE PRODUCT
j

Produced by Darryl F. Zanuck 24 f

Produced by Sol M. Wurtzel 24
j

-Produced by R. T. Kane in England 4

Total K-7 (1939-40) Features 52 i

(*The productions originally planned to be produced at the 20th !

Century-Fox Studios in London, England, under 100 per cent I

financing by this corporation.
j

DANCE WITH THE DEVIL—It is the modern man’s
struggle for the welfare of mankind, an ordeal that
eventually leads him into a bare-knuckled conflict with
his own brother. And it’s the love drama of a show-
boat entertainer; a moving dramatic tale laid against
the background of the turbulent Mississippi. It is

reputed to be the greatest story of a crusading clergy-

man since Hall Caine’s “The Christian.” Don
Ameche and George Raft are set for the two leading
roles. The authoress of the story is Eleanor Griffin,

who was the authoress of “Boys’ Town,” the Academy
Award winner. Roland Brown wrote the screen
treatment.

ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES—A mystery
drama based on the world-famous Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle story, with screenplay by Edwin Blum and
Gene Market Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce, who
played Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson, respectively,

in “The Hound of the Baskervilles,” are re-enacting

those roles in this production. Ida Lupino and Alan
Marshall play the romantic roles. Alfred Werker is

the director. Released Sept. 1.

THE POSTMAN WALKS ALONE—This amazing title

presents one of the greatest stories on the entire

1939-40 list. Samuel Ornitz, famed writer, brought
the basic subject matter of this picture to the studio

It is the story of a common, everyday letter-carrier

in any American city. In this case he is a mail man
and a member of the American Legion. Henry Fonda
will play the mail man. Victor McLrglen also may
be in the all-star cast. More details later.

UNTITLED SPECIAL—Starring Warner Baxter with
a stellar supporting cast. An outdoor romance in

which Baxter will plry a devil-may-care vagabond.
A custom-made story that was originally scheduled
for next season, but which will be made for 1939-40

release, substituting for the previously announced
“Uncensored” (formerly known as “Scotland Yard”)
which will not be made owing to the fact that Jane
Baxter and Edmund Gwenn, British stars signed for

featured roles, are not available due to the European
war. Further details on the untitled Warner Baxter
special later. A Zanuck production. Will be started

in October.

SHORT SUBJECTS

Produced by Movietone:

Vyvyan Donner’s Fashion Forecasts in Technicolor 4

Lowell Thomas’ Magic Carpets 4 f

True-Life Dramas of Cameramen 6
|

Ed Thorgersen’s Sports Reviews 4 f

Novelties 4 |

Featurettes 4 1

Total 26 1

(

Terrytoons (10 in Technicolor) 26
|

MOVIETONE NEWS
Issued Twice Every Week

ment in aviation, the studio plans to make a major
production, with the cooperation of the United States
Government. Commander Frank Wead is the author.
While the theme is aviation, it is not a picture of
the air. It is the story of an old-time hard-boiled
pilot, kicked out of the Air Service because he can
no longer pass the physical examination. He is an
illiterate person who never went past the fourth grade
in school—who finds himself at one of the smartest
universities of the country, where he is pitted against
the intelligentsia. The cast includes Randolph Scott,

Margaret Lindsay, Mary Healy, Preston Foster,
Kane Richmond, Maxie Rosenbloom (borrowed from
Warner Bros.), Robert Shaw, Eric Blore and George
Ernest, Alfred E. Green is the director. Screenplay is

by Lou Breslow and Owen Francis. In production.

THE SIMPLE LIFE—A Wurtzel production based on
an original story by William Anthony McGuire, deal-

ing with the hilarious adventures of a young married
couple who live beyond their means. Marjorie Weaver
and Stuart Erwin will be featured as the young and
misguided couple. Chick Chandler also is in the cast.

Miss Weaver and Erwin will be re-united for the first

time since their triumph in “Second Honeymoon”
several years ago. William Beaudine is the director.

In the cutting room.

ELSA MAXWELL’S HOTEL FOR WOMEN—An ex-

ploitation production revealing the drama and loves

of New York’s new glamour girls, the professional

models. An outstanding box office hit wherever show-
men have taken local advantage of its numerous
exploitation possibilities. Introduces a new star, Linda
Darnell. Others featured in the cast include Ann
Sothern, James Ellison, Elsa Maxwell herself, Lynn
Bari, Joyce Compton, Jean Rogers and many others.

A Cosmopolitan production. Directed by Gregory
Ratoff. A Zanuck production.

HE MARRIED HIS WIFE—A fast and as funny a yarn
ever spun in swing-time. What happens when a
husband tries to do his ex-wife a favor and finds

her a new mate. The whole story is a masculine
psychology that backfires. Zanuck is lining up one
of the best casts yet set up for one of his specials.

Already signed for major roles in this important
all-star cast are Joel McCrea and Nancy Kelly.
Roland Young and Cesar Romero also are being con-
sidered for important roles. Director and other de-
tails to be announced later in this publication.

WHITE LADY OF THE ORIENT— A melodramatic
story of an American blonde adventuress whose entire

life’s course is changed, and startlingly so by extraor-
dinary maneuvers of the Oriental. Alice Faye and
Warner Baxter head the cast, which includes Charles
Winninger, Joseph Schildkraut, Arthur Treacher and
many others. Directed by Gregory Ratoff.

20,000 MEN A YEAR—A Cosmopolitan production.
Here is America’s dramatic answer to defiant shouts
of war, the posturings of the saber-rattling dictators.

President Roosevelt, realizing this is an electrifying

appeal to the country, has won approval of his plan
for the training of 20,000 new aviators each year, a

great reserve of flyers—young men selected from col-

leges. From this timely and unprecedented develop-

THE CITY—A timely melodrama of today. Another
of Wurtzel’s specials. A moving, romantic story based

4—TECHNICOLOR SUPER SPECIALS— (D “Hollywood Caval-

cade," (2> “Drums Along the Mohawk," (3) Maeterlinck's “The
Blue Bird” and (4) "Swanee River."

2—-SHIRLEY TEMPLE—Maeterlinck’s “The Blue Bird” with an

all-star cast, in Technicolor, and "Lady Jane.”

2

—

SONJA HENIE—“Everything Happens at Night” and S. S. Van
Dines "Shadows in the Snow.”

4—JANE WITHERS— (1) "Chicken Wagon Family” with Leo

Carrillo, (2) "Pack Up Your Troubles,” with the Ritz Brothers,

(3) “High School” and (4) “Jubilo” (tentative title) with

Gene Autry.

4—CHARLIE CHANS— (D “Charlie Chan at Treasure Island,”

(2) "Charlie Chan in a City of Darkness,” (3) “Charlie Chan
in Panama,” and (4) “Charlie Chan on the Orient Express.”

4—JONES FAMILY— (D “Jones Family in Quick Millions,” (2)

"Jones Family In Too Busy To Work," (3) Untitled, and (4)

Untitled.

3

—

CISCO KID STORIES—Starring Cesar Romero in the title role.

First is “The Adventurer” with Marjorie Weaver and Binnie

Barnes

4—

INTERNATIONAL SPECIALS— (D “Shipyard Sally” with

Gracie Fields and Sidney Howard, (2) "Inspector Hornleigh On
Holiday," with Gordon Harker and Alastair Sim, (3) “So This Is

London” with Berton Churchill, George Sanders, Fay Compton,

Robertson Hare, Lily Cahill and others, (4) The fourth will be

selected from these also completed productions, “A Girl Must
Live” or "They Came By Night.”

on the screenplay by John Larkin. Donald Wood,
Amanda Duff, June Gale and others. C. Aubrey
Smith also is set. Ricardo Cortez will direct. In pro-
duction.

THREE BLIND DATES—A Wurtzel production. A
farce comedy based on the widely publicized profes-
sional escort service which has supplied companions
for lonely women, society dowagers and debutantes,
tired business men, etc. An all-star comedy cast is

now being selected. Screenplay by M. Musselman.
Will be directed by H. Bruce Humberstone.

THE MAN WHO WOULDN’T TALK—One of Wurtzel’s
specials, based on the play, “The Valiant” by Hol-
worthy Hall and Robert Middlemass. The drama of
a man who preferred death for himself rather than
contribute to the unhappiness of one dear to him. One
of the most powerful dramas ever written. Screenplay
by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan. Lloyd Nolan will

play the title role. Jean Rogers, Mae Marsh and
Onslow Stevens also are in cast. David Barton is the
director. In production.

PETER B. KYNE STORY—Based on story, “Corn Cob
Kelly,” but a new title will be announced later. More
details later.

DOG MELODRAMA—Based on a story by James Oliver
Curwood, featuring cleverest dog in Hollywood. More
details later.

THE ESCAPE—A melodrama of the slums. The story
of slum youngsters who branch out in widely con-
trasting spheres in life and what the world does to
them. Based on an original screenplay by Robert
Ellis and Helen Logan. With Kane Richmond, Amanda
Duff, June Gale, Edward Norris, Henry Armetta,
Frank Reicher and others. Directed by Ricardo Cor-
tez. Delivered to New York.

HEAVEN WITH A BARBED WIRE FENCE—Melo-
drama of boys and girls of the road. The story tells

of the adventures of a 19-year-old boy who vainly
tries to find employment and of an orphan who has
run away from an institution in which he had been
confined since infancy. Based on an original story by
Dalton Trumbo. With Jean Rogers, Raymond Wal-
burn, Marjorie Rambeau, Glenn Ford, Nicholas Conte,
Eddie Collins and others. Directed by Ricardo Cortez.
In the cutting rooms.

CISCO KID SERIES—A new series with Cesar Romero
playing the title role. The first has been titled “The
Adventurer” and co-featured with Romero will be
Marjorie Weaver, Virginia Field, George Montgom-
ery, Robert Barrat, John Beach and others. Herbert
I. Leeds is the director. In production. There will be
three releases in this series. Stories for second and
third pictures have not been titled.

JANE WITHERS SERIES—Four in this series present-
ing a grown-up and new Jane Withers. First two
releases have been completed; “Chicken Wagon Fam-
ily” with Leo Carrillo, Marjorie Weaver, Spring
Byington and others; second, “Pack Up Your
Troubles” co-starring the Ritz Brothers. Third in the
series is entitled “High School,” and has been com-
pleted with cast supporting Jane including George
Ernest, Lynn Roberts, Cliff Edwards, Joe Brown, Jr.,

Lillian Porter and others. Fourth of the series is based
on story, “Jubilo,” and will co-star Jane with the
world’s most popular cowboy, the crooning Gene
Autry. Production on “Jubilo” starts early in October.

CHARLIE CHAN SERIES—Four in this series. They
are: (1) “Charlie Chan at Treasure Island” with Cesar
Romero, Pauline Moore, Sen Yung, Sally Blane and
others; (2) “Charlie Chan in a City in Darkness” with
Lynn Bari, Sen Yung, Pedro De Cordoba and others;

(3) “Charlie Chan in Panama,” which starts next
month, and (4) “Charlie Chan on the Orient Express.”
First has been released. Second is in the cutting room.

JONES FAMILY SERIES—Four will constitute this

series. Starring the original Jones Family cast. First,

“Quick Millions,” with the Jones Family, Eddie Col-
lins, Robert Shaw, John T. Murray and others has
been delivered. Second is “Too Busy to Work” and
is now in the cutting room. Joan Davis is co-featured
with the Jones Family cast in “Too Busy to Work,”
which is in cutting room. The third and fourth stories

in this series have not yet been titled.

4 INTERNATIONAL SPECIALS—Negatives of six

of these British-made specials are ready and five are
new at the Home Office. From the six, a total of

four will be selected for release on the Domestic mar-
ket. one every three months. The first, “Shipyard
Sally” with Gracie Fields, is scheduled for release Oct.

20 and was directed by Monty Banks. The second,

to be released in January, is “Inspector Hornleigh
Continued on Page 7

A
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Continued from Page 6A
On Vacation,” featuring Gordon Harker as the Scot-
land Yard sleuth, and Alastair Sim. The third will

be a picturization of George M. Cohan’s “So This Is

London” with Berton Churchill playing the American
“Babbitt” role that Will Rogers enacted in the ver-
sion this company produced eight years ago, and a
supporting cast of international favorites, including
George Sanders, Robertson Hare, Pay Compton, Lily
Cahill and other’s. “So This Is London” was di-

rected by the American director, Thornton Freeland.
The fourth will be selected from the three other com-
pleted specials. This assures the Domestic organiza-
tion releasing a program of 52 feature-length produc-
tions during the 1939-40 season, as originally an-
nounced, regardless of the presence of war in Europe.

VYVYAN DONNER’S FASHION FORECAST—

A

series of super Technicolor productions featuring the
world’s most beautiful and best known models, and
handsome men. The outstanding feature of the cur-
rent season’s program of short subjects, the 1939-40
series will be even more lavish and produced under
the personal supervision of Vyvyan Donner, unques-
tionably the world’s greatest style authority. The
name “Vyvyan Donner’s Fashion Forecasts” has be-
come an extraordinary magnet. Each release will be
a preview of styles that will be worn the following
season. Exclusive models, but each practical and
locally available, will be featured. Each release will

carry unlimited exploitation possibilities. A national
hookup with manufacturers of women’s and men’s
wearing apparel will be negotiated with each production,
thus opening up new but permanent avenues for local

exploitation. The cast of famous models will be fur-
nished in advance, so that exhibitors may effect ad-
vance exploitation tieups. Here is a series that has
proved itself at the box office. Fashion Forecast will

be released every three months—in September, De-
cember, March and June. Ilka Chase, stage star, will

continue to furnish the commentary. In each release
there will be featured a minimum of 50 models.

MAGIC CARPET OF MOVIETONE—This series, fea-

turing commentary by Paul Douglas, popular radio

announcer, as well as a commentator for Movietone
News, still remains the outstanding travelogue on the
short subjects market. There will be a minimum of

six releases in this series. A standard product, with
authenticity, specially produced with the finest voice

of the screen and radio and the best photography to

support, this series brings the whole world to motion
picture theatre audiences, entertainingly. Expeditions
were sent out to various parts of the world to gather
unusual material for incorporation in this series.

TRUE-LIFE DRAMAS OF NEWSREEL CAMERA-
MEN—Here is something new. The dramatic suc-

cessors to the melodramatic Adventures of the News-
reel Cameramen. True-life dramas. Specially produced
one-reel dramas, with a cast of newsreel aces who
actually took part in them. The new policy provides

for the production of these subjects; no library mate-
rial. Each of the four releases will deal with the vari-

ous hazardous occupations indulged in by these lens-

men. There will be a smash thrill in each release.

The first for the 1939-40 season is entitled “Sand-
Hogs” and is the story of men who live underground,
building the great tunnels, waterways, etc. The sec-

ond of the series will be on the only man who negoti-

ated alone the entire Colorado river in a rowboat, one
of the most thrilling adventures of modern time.

“Filming the Fleet” has been completed. Commen-
tary by Paul Douglas.

ED THORGERSEN’S SPORTS REVIEWS—Already es-

tablished by such widely discussed 1938-39 successes

dealing with thoroughbred horses, golf and hunting
dogs, this series next season will dramatically and
analytically penetrate new subjects, in subjects to be
covered and in production, according to Movietone
Producer Truman H. Talley. Several of these specials,

like probably one or two in the Magic Carpets series,

may be made entirely in all-color. On the latter score,

more information will be given later. Featuring Ed
Thorgersen, the world’s best known sports screen and
radio commentator, “Sports Reviews” for 1939-40 will

combine with a technique, developed by Movietone,

of graceful, analytical “lowdown.” Each of these

four releases will reveal the “inside story” of various

sports.

ORIGINAL NOVELTIES—This series will be genuinely

representative of something new under the short sub-

jects sun. Lew Lehr, No. 1 Funny Man of America,
will appear in a series of documentary comedies. In

these Lehr will appear in person for a few seconds,

merely in an introductory capacity. Thereafter, he
will give a running story in his inimitable dialect.

“Dr. Lehr will take apart human and animal peculiari-

ties, and in his own involved manner he will give the

public a myopic slant on things as they are. In this

group also may be featured several other personalities

and new featurettes for which negotiations are now

1939-40

K-7 RELEASE SCHEDULE
"—‘

—

c As Of Sept. 1
5*c—

AUGUST
4—Elsa Maxwell’s Hotel for

Women (*)

11—Chicken Wagon Family (W)
18—Stanley and Livingstone

25—Jones Family in Quick Millions

SEPTEMBER
1—Adventure of Shelock Holmes
8—Chan in Treasure Island

15—The Rains Came
22—Stop, Look and Love

29—Here I Am a Stranger

OCTOBER
6—The Escape (tt)

13—Hollywood Cavalcade (T)

20—Untitled Cisco Kid story

20—Shipyard Sally (B)

27—20,000 Men a Year (*)

NOVEMBER
3—Pack Up Your Troubles (W)

10—Drums Along the Mohawk (T)

17—Jones Family, Too Busy to Work
24—Daytime Wife

DECEMBER
1—Chan In City in Darkness

8—Untitled Zanuck special

15—Heaven with Barbed Wire Fence

22— Maeterlinck’s The Blue Bird

29—The Simple Life

JANUARY
5—Swanee River (T)

NOTES: (T) In Technicolor.

(W) Jane Withers picture. (tt)

Tentative title. (*) Cosmopolitan
production. (B) British-made spe-
cial.

nearing completion. There will be four releases in
this series.

FATHER HUBBARD ADVENTURES—There will be a
series of thrilling adventure one-reel productions pro-
duced in the wilds of the Arctic and the Antarctic,
starring the “Parson-Explorer,” Father Hubbard, who
is indisputably in a class by himself. These subjects
are a new feature of the Movietone short subject prod-
uct and constitute one of the greatest offered on the
market. They are living sights and sound, seen and
heard for the first time by civilization. It took more
than three years to make these pictures. Commentary
will be by Father Hubbard and Lowell Thomas.

TERRY-TOONS—There will be 26 Terry-Toons. A
minimum of 10 will be produced entirely in Techni-
color. Due to the success enjoyed by the two-headed
giant, Gandy Goose, and Capt. MacDoodle in the cur-
rent (K-6) season’s series, Terry-Toon will feature
these characters again in their K-7 (1939-40) issues.
They will be released at the rate of one every other
week. Produced under the personal supervision of
Paul Terry, with an enlarged staff of cartoon story
writers, gag-men, artists, etc., to the number of 173.
Additional Technicolor equipment has been installed.
Produced at Terry-Toons, Inc., Studios, New Rochelle,
N. Y.

MOVIETONE NEWS i

RELEASED TWICE EACH WEEK. Total of 104 issues.
Produced by Movietonews, Inc., Truman H. Talley,
producer. Unquestionably the world’s greatest news-
reel. More cameramen and crews regularly contribute
to Movietonews News exclusively than comprise the
combined staffs of all other newsreels. Produced and
released, in native language, in 47 different countries.
Commentators : Lowell Thomas, Sir Malcolm Camp-
bell, Lew Lehr, Ed Thorgersen, Helene Claire, Paul
Douglas and many others. Edmund Reek, general
manager; Vyvyan Donner, society, women’s and fash-
ion editor, and Thomas Cummiskey, sports editor.

1938-39

K-6 RELEASE SCHEDULE
AUGUST

5

—

Gateway
12

—

Keep Smiling (W)
19

—

Alexander’s Ragtime Band
26

—

Speed to Burn

SEPTEMBER
2—My Lucky Star
9—Safety in Numbers (J)

16—Hold That Co-Ed
23—Time Out for Murder
30—Straight, Place, Show

OCTOBER
7—Meet the Girls

14—Five of a Kind
21—Mysterious Mr. Moto
28—Suez

NOVEMBER
4—Always in Trouble (W)

11—Just Around Corner (ST)
18—Sharpshooters
25—Submarine Patrol

DECEMBER
2—Road Demon
9—Up the River
16—Down on the Farm (J)

23—Thanks for Everything
30—Kentucky (T)

JANUARY
6

—

While New York Sleeps
6—The Lady Vanishes (GB)

13

—

Chan in Honolulu
20

—

Mr. Moto’s Last Warning
20—Smiling Along (F)
27

—

Jesse James (T)

FEBRUARY
3—Arizona Wildcat (W)
10—Tail Spin
17—Three Musketeers
24—Pardon Our Nerve

MARCH
3—Wife, Husband, Friend
10— Inside Story
17—The Little Princess (T), (ST)
24—Everybody’s Baby (J)
31—Hound of the Baskervilles

APRIL
7—Mr. Moto in Danger Island

14—Alexander Graham Bell (C)
21—Winner Take All
21— Inspector Hornleigh (B)
28—Return of Cisco Kid
28—Climbing High (GB)

MAY
.5—Chasing Danger
12—Rose of Washington Square
19—Boy Friend (W)
26—The Gorilla

JUNE
2— In Hollywood (J)
9—Young Mr. Lincoln (C)

16—Chan In Reno
23—Susannah of Mounties (ST)
30— It Could Happen to You

JULY
7—Mr. Moto Takes A Vacation
14—Second Fiddle (IB)
21—News Is Made At Night
21—The Ware Case (GB)
28—Frontier Marshal

NOTES: (W) Jane Withers vehicle. (J) Jones Family series. (ST)
Shirley Temple special. (F) With Gracie Fields. (T) in Technicolor.
(GB) Gaumont-British production. (C) A Cosmopolitan production.
(IB) Irving Berlin special. (B) A 20th Century-Fox British production,
ftt) Tentative title.

STORY FOUNDATION FOR

MAJOR K-7 PRODUCTIONS

The following 1939-40 productions are based on best sell-

ing novels and popular books:

Louis Bromfield’s “The Rains Came”

“Drums Along the Mohawk”

Maeterlinck's “Blue Bird”

John Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath”

“Here I Am a Stranger”

“Mark of Zorro”

“Lady Jane”

The following are important stage plays that will be

transferred to the screen by Zanuck:

“Adventures of Sherlock Holmes”

“Uncensored” (“Scotland Yard”)

“Little Old New York”

“The Man Who Wouldn’t Talk”

Following are his custom-made, original stories:

"Hollywood Cavalcade”

“Stanley and Livingstone"

Irving Berlin’s “Say It With Music”

“Brigham Young”

“Swanee River"

“Everything Happens at Night”

Van Dine s “Shadows in the Snow”

“Elsa Maxwell’s Hotel for Women”
“He Married His Wife"

“20,000 Men a Year”

The following are based on widely read stories that ap-

peared in nationally circulated magazines:

“Dance With the Devil”

“The Postman Walks Alone”

"Day-Time Wife”

!

n

TYPES OF K-7 STORIES!
a

OUTDOORS
3 “Cisco Kid” Stories

Law West of Pecos

SPECTACLES

The Rains Came
Hollywood Cavalcade
Drums Along the Mohawk
The Grapes of Wrath
Maeterlinck’s Blue Bird

Lady Jane
Little Old New York
Earthbound

MUSICALS
Say It With Music
Swanee River

BIOGRAPHICAL
Brigham Young

DOMESTIC COMEDIES

4 Jones Family
Day-Time Wife

COMEDY DRAMAS
Hotel for Women
4 Jane Withers

MELODRAMATIC
20,000 Men a Year
Earthbound
The City

Man Who Wouldn’t Talk

DRAMAS
Stanley and Livingstone
Mark of Zorro
Dance With the Devil

Dance Hall

Johnny Apollo
Here I Am a Stranger

ROMANCES
Everything Happens at Night
In Love With Love
Public Deb No. 1

MYSTERIES
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
Shadows in the Snow
4 “Charlie Chans”

COMEDY
Three Blind Dates
Shipyard Sally

Pack Up Your Troubles
Jubilo (tt)

The Simple Life

i SUMMARY OF K-6 PRODUCT

]

FEATURE PRODUCT

Produced by Darryl Zanuck .... 24
Produced by S. M. Wurtzel .... 28
20th Century-Fox-British 2

Total K-6 (1938-39) Features . 54

SHORT SUBJECTS
Produced by Movietone
Magic Carpets 6
Sports Reviews 6
Miscellaneous 6
Newsreel Cameramen 4

•Fashion Specials 4

Total 26

Terry-Toons 26

Total One-Reel Shorts 26
Total Cartoons 26

Total Shorts Lineup 52

(*) Produced in Technicolor.

MOVIETONE NEWS
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JOEL M’GREA AND

NANCY KELLY SET

IN FARCE COMEDY

Movietone city — Zanuck
this week further strength-

ened the 1939-40 program when
he decided to make “He Married
His Wife.” He had planned to

make this special some time ago,

but shelved it until he could get

the stars he wanted. This week
when Columbia cancelled mak-
ing “Arizona,” the services of

Joel McCrea became available.

Zanuck was able to make a deal

with him to play the male lead

opposite Nancy Kelly, who is

right now appearing in “The
Blue Bird.” The two will share

the title leads.

HOWEVER, “He Married His

Wife” will be one of the

major releases and will probably
go into production some time
next month. Meantime, the pro-

duction chief is casting the pic-

ture. He has tentatively set Ro-
land Young, who recently com-
pleted a performance in “Here
I Am A Stranger,” and Cesar
Romero. The latter is currently

making his debut as a full-

fledged star in “The Adventurer,”
the first of the new Cisco Kid se-

ries, in which also will appear
Marjorie Weaver, Virginia Field

and others. “The Adventurer”
will be completed next month,
having just gone in production.

He married his wife”
is an unusual comedy. It is

as new as tomorrow’s headlines,

breezy and full of action. It re-

veals the story of a man who
tries to do his ex-wife a favor
only to find she has a new hus-

band. This discovery starts the

ball rolling and the ex-mate
finds himself in a seemingly end-

less succession of trouble. But,

of course, it all comes out to the

complete satisfaction of—the ex-

mates.
•

THE signing of Joel McCrea
further strengthens the 1939-

40 star brigade featured in the

48 specials that will have been
made at this studio. Among the

stars, freelance and under con-

tract to other studios, who will

have been seen in these produc-
tions also include: Claudette

Colbert, Fred MacMurray, Ray
Milland, Edward Arnold, An-
drea Leeds, Edna May Oliver,

C. Aubrey Smith, Maxie Rosen-
bloom, Alan Curtis, Walter
Brennan, Myrna Loy, George
Brent, Spencer Trrcy, Gladys
George, A1 Jolson, Richard
Greene, Roland Young, Sir Ce-

dric Hardwicke, Gene Autry,
Wendy Barrie, Virginia Field,

Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce,

Ann Sothern, Randolph Scott,

Carman Miranda, Ida Lupino,
Margaret Lindsay, Leo Carrillo,

Lionel Atwill, Andy Devine,

Charles Coburn, Henry Travers
and others.

•

S
creenplays of all of the

remaining Zanuck 1939-40

specials have been completed.
Louis Bromfield’s “Brigham
Young” is now being given cast-

ing consideration. A title will be
forthcoming shortly for the un-

titled Warner Baxter special.

Screen testing of players for Irv-

ing Berlin’s “Say It With Mu-
sic” is under way.

I
Get Extra!

! Playtime! I

STUDIO SCHOOL—This school is attended by all juvenile play-

ers under contract to this company. Above you will note teacher’s
attention being attracted by Sybil Jason, who is appearing with
Shirley Temple in “The Blue Bird.” Behind Sybil is June Carlson,
the “kid” sister of the Jones Family.

“20,000 MEN A YEAR.” College students undergoing physical
examination for the aviation course. Being examined is Robert Shaw
with young George Ernest behind him.

UP IN THE HEAVENS are the daring, patriotic college boys
craving a chance to aid their country. This self-explanatory ex-

terior scene is from “20,000 Men A Year,” now in production. Among
these pictured above are Randolph Scott, Margaret Lindsay and
George Ernest.

A BULL’S EYE? We hope so. But, Jane Withers, at extreme
left, seems very pleased with what’s ahead. This is a scene from
Jane’s third release for this seascn, “High School,” which was com-
pleted last week. Jane’s second, “Pack Up Your Troubles,” with the
Ritz Brothers featured, was screened at the Home Office and con-

sidered the best comedy in which she or the Ritz Brothers have ap-
peared to date. Her fourth and final for this season is tentatively

titled “Jubilo” and in it she will share stellar honors with the

crooning cowboy-star, Gene Autry.

ANOTHER ONE COMPLETED. This is a scene from “Too Busy
To Work,” the second of the four 1939-40 releases in the Jones
Family series. It is now in the cutting room. The entire Jones
Family is pictured above Another series was started this week
when Alfred E. Green tackled “The Adventurer” which will intro-

duce the new Cisco Kid stories, with Cesar Romero in the title ,role.

Others in the cast will be Marjorie Weaver, George Montgomery,
new “find” from Montana; Virginia Field and Robert Barrat.

“THE SIMPLE LIFE.” Stuart Erwin, as the young husband, is

having his say in this scene from the Wurtzel comedy of that title

in which he is co-starred with Marjorie Weaver (at ..left). “The
Simple Life” was completed this week. It discloses the turbulent
adventures of a newly married couple living beyond their means.
Stuart Erwin also plays an important role in “Hollywood Caval-
cade,” the first of four 1939-40 Technicolor specials, in which Don
Ameche and Alice Faye are co-starred.
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